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'NO TIME 
TO RELAX! 


Certainly this is no time to re- 
lax—not when the State of 
Israel is coping with the prob- 
lem of absorbing hundreds of 
thousands of new immigrants— 
not when a “second round” 
with the Arab States looms on 
the horizon. 

To hasten the integration of 
the immigrants and build fur- 
ther along the healthy lines of 
cooperative enterprise, HIS- 
TADRUT needs substantial 
means. Israel’s vanguard does 
not relax its vigilance nor re- 
tard its pace. Our support will 
determine the speed with which 
HISTADRUT can do its job! 


Give to 
THE 1950 ISRAEL 
HISTADRUT CAMPAIGN 


through your local committee or— 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
FOR LABOR ISRAEL 


45 EAST 17th STREET 
New York 3, N. Y. 








A History and Handbook of 


HEBREW ALPHABETS: 
By REUBEN LEAF 


70 plates of Hebrew Lettering and 
Graphic Art, 400 B.C.E. to our 
days, of which 46 are complete 
Alphabets, 4 Decorative Initials 
and Monograms, 20 Lettering, 
Graphica and Decorative Objects. 


For artists, architects, monument makers, 
sign painters, art activities club leaders, 
printers, advertisers, craftsmen and Jewish 
art lovers. Explanatory notes to all plates 
in English, Hebrew and Yiddish. 


Prospectus on request. 


REUBEN LEAF STUDIO 
324 E. 18th St., New York 3, N. Y. 
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Editorial 


Innocence by Association 


T= VULGAR and irresponsible antics of Senator 

Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin unfortunately 
cannot be dismissed as a cheap partisan trick. 
They must be taken seriously as an indication 
of the current political climate. Though up-to- 
date McCarthy has offered no shred of evidence 
to support his charges of Communist infiltration 
in the State Department, no individual whose 
loyalty has been assailed has ventured to make 
light of the matter. Ambassador-at-Large Philip 
Jessup interrupted an important mission abroad 
in order to appear before the Senate Foreign 
Relations subcommittee investigating the Mc- 
Carthy accusations, and another American is 
being recalled from across the Pacific in order 
to face the Senator from Wisconsin. 


It is an evil and terrifying spectacle — terrify- 
ing not only because of the shabby attack so 
cavalierly made, but also because of the type of 
defense that is willy-nilly elicited. The inter- 
rogation of Ambassador Jessup is an example of 
the technique. The Senator from Wisconsin un- 
earthed the devastating information that Am- 
bassador Jessup’s name had appeared on a list of 
sponsors of a dinner given by the Russian- 
American Institute in 1946, and that names of 
“fellow-travellers” also appeared on the list — 
guilt by association. Ambassador Jessup counter- 
ed with ultra-respectable sponsors whom Senator 
McCarthy had not bothered to mention — such 
as H. V. Kaltenborn, George Fielding Eliot, and 
Dean Gauss of Princeton. This is a sorry, though 
perhaps inevitable part of a sorry affair. 

Innocence by association is just as repugnant 
and “un-American” a doctrine as guilt by asso- 
ciation. Supposing that none of the estimable 
gentlemen cited by Ambassador Jessup had 
chosen to sponsor the dinner in question, would 
that have made its character more reprehensible 
or more incriminating to Mr. Jessup? The only 
valid point at issue, and one properly made by 
Ambassador Jessup, was that in 1946 it was 
“loyal” Americanism to promote Russian-Amer- 
ican friendship. For that matter, if today in 
1950 such “friendship” could be developed on 
decent terms it would still be sound Americanism 
to make the attempt. An enthusiasm for atomic 
warfare can hardly be viewed as the distinguish- 
ing feature of loyalty. 

Other aspects of Ambassador Jessup’s state- 
ment are equally depressing. It is sad enough 
that a man with Ambassador Jessup’s long record 
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of enlightened, incorruptible and patriotic sery. 
ice should be obliged to give an accounting to 
a Joe McCarthy. It is shocking enough that 
under our practice character assassins can hide 
under the cloak of congressional immunity. But 
it is specially painful that a genuine liberal like 
Ambassador Jessup feels obliged to bolster his 
position with references to his ancestors who 
came from England in the seventeenth century, 
and to the ancestors of his wife “who is also of 
Dutch and English pioneer stock”. More inno- 
cence by association! What, after all, have the 
ancestors to do with the case? 


It is quite likely that not all the victims of 
the McCarthy defamation crusade will be in a 
position to enter the Senatorial Chambers trail- 
ing clouds of Anglo-Saxon glory behind them, 
Some may even be foreign-born — perhaps Rus- 
sian-born. Will that in itself be construed as 
damaging evidence? 


The “guilt by association” device is a recourse 
to propaganda tricks instead of to law; so is 
“innocence by association”. They are reverse 
sides of the same coin. Both are resorted to when 
the law fails, or is held in contempt. The un- 
scrupulous demagogue trying to achieve his ends 
by a smear technique; the righteous man baffled 
by the obscene clamor and driven to pointing to 
his “good company” instead of the goodness of 
his cause, each in his way bears witness to a grow- 
ing cancer in our democracy. 


The signs keep multiplying alarmingly. The 
New York Post recently ran a series of articles 
entitled “Washington Nightmare” which de- 
scribed the experiences of a federal employee 
who was adjudged a “security risk”: The man is 
never told of what he is charged; he is never 
permitted to face an accuser; he is not given the 
results of the investigation to which he is sub- 
jected; he wanders helplessly in a blind maze 
like the hero of some Kafka fantasy. Only this 
is business, not symbolism. Livelihood and repv- 
tation are lost with no cause given and no redress 
possible. 


The Mundt Bill now on the legislative calen- 
dar of Congress has the same vague and pernicious 
provisions which would result in establishing 
guilt “by association”. It is another sign of the 
times. Subversive activities should be . fought 
vigorously by legitimate means, but unless we 
call a swift halt to such excesses as the proposed 
Mundt Bill and the McCarthy performance, we 
are more likely to subvert our liberties than dis- 
cover treason. 
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Powder for the Powder-Keg 


HERE IS NO CONTRADICTION between Israel’s 

warning that the continued re-armament of 
the Arab States by England menaces the peace 
of the Middle East, and her request that the State 
Department permit Israel to purchase arms in 
the United States. It still remains true that 
British arms shipments to Egypt cannot be 
viewed as measures likely to foster peace in a 
troubled area. The jet planes, tanks and destroy- 
ers which the Arab States have been obtaining 
from the United Kingdom obviously far exceed 
the normal security requirements of these coun- 
tries. The Arab press is still fulminating about a 
“second round,” and the Arab radios are still 
blaring about the “Day” of vengeance. Israel’s 
Chief of Staff Yigael Yadin recently declared 
that “‘as long as the Arab States persist in their 
refusal to sign peace treaties and simultaneously 
pursue their feverish preparations for war, the 
only possible explanation that can be given from 
the military point of view is that the Arabs want 
to see the renewal of hostilities.” 

The Arab States made no secret of their ag- 
gressive designs before they launched their attack 
on the young State of Israel. Their press and 
many of their spokesmen are equally candid to- 
day. Under the circumstances, the continued 
flow of heavy arms from Great Britain to Egypt 
can hardly be interpreted as an innocent or paci- 
fic move. Nothing can be more calculated to 
start serious trouble than an arms race in this 
sensitive region. Israel is well aware of the danger 
and because her concerns and purposes are peace- 
ful, she has constantly urged the United States 
to intervene with Great Britain in the interests 
of peace in the Middle East. The most effective 
measure to prevent the powder keg from ex- 
ploding is to stop supplying the powder. 

Responsible members of the United Nations 
who really want the Arabs to stick to their 
spring ploughing instead of embarking on re- 
newed bloody adventures should refrain from 
providing the bombs and bombers. That is sound 
advice, and it represents the view-point of Israel. 

However, if despite the clear risks involved, 
Britain persists in her deadly policy of re-arming 
the Arabs, then only one course remains: Israel, 
too, must receive jet planes, tanks and heavy 
arms. In any encounter the small Jewish State 
cannot escape the role of David versus Goliath; 
in size, in numbers, her adversaries command 
overwhelming odds. It is murderous wickedness 
to add to the handicaps. 


THERE Is STILL another consideration. Though 
the Arab States appear to be spoiling for 
another try, they have memories. The refugees 
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in their midst have particular cause to meditate 
on how unexpected the results of aggression may 
prove. If the war factions among the Arabs are 
given reason to believe that the “second round” 
will be a push-over, that Arab jet planes will 
raze undefended Israel towns and that Arab 
destroyers will shell the Israel coast-line at a safe 
distance, then their martial appetite may be 
whetted beyond restraint. If, on the other hand, 
the Arab war-parties are brought to realize that 
attack will provoke counter-attack and that jet 
planes will ply a two-way sky, more prudent 
counsels are likely to prevail. There are elements 
in even the most bellicose Arab States who per- 
ceive the folly of renewed hostilities and who 
are conscious of the mutual advantages to be de- 
rived from constructive collaboration with Israel 
for the advancement of the Middle East. This 
perception will be sharpened by the knowledge 
that Israel is adequately armed for defense. 

An indication of the conflict among the Arabs 
themselves may be gathered from some of the 
Arab broadcasts. Radio Cairo, broadcasting on 
February 21, announced that in the view of 
“reliable Arab sources,” the second round would 
begin in less than a year. The Radio further de- 
clared that Arabs support the internationaliza- 
tion of Jerusalem because they believe in the 
likelihood of renewed fighting. 

On the other hand, according to a Saudi Arab- 
ian broadcast, King Farouk and Nahas Pasha, the 
Egyptian Prime Minister, are reported to have 
decided to invite Israel to Cairo for a round table 
conference. The same broadcast added that the 
Wafd government was reported eager for com- 
mercial relations with Israel and the swift signa- 
ture of a peace treaty. Syria, concluded the 
broadcast, would follow in the steps of Egypt. 

Such divergent rumors and cross-currents are 
daily fare on the Middle Eastern air-waves. The 
present confusion, as in the past, stems partly 
from uncertainty as to the position of the Great 
Powers. Britain’s wavering and shifty course 
contributed largely to the violence and blood- 
shed which stained the Mandate’s last years. Let 
these errors not be repeated again. The United 
States, at any rate, should make her position plain. 

There can be no question as to Israei’s desire 
and need for peace. As Israel completes the sec- 
ond year of her independent existence, the vast 
tasks of the ingathering of the exiles absorb her 
energies and imagination. It is unfortunate that 
part of the budget of the Jewish State has to 
be expended on the maintenance of a military 
establishment and the purchase of weapons. No 
one regrets this more deeply than the govern- 
ment and people of Israel. But if unflinching 
watchfulness must be the price of liberty, they 
will be watchful. 








Routine “Emergencies. 


HE SUDDEN ANNOUNCEMENT that Irak is 
prepared to let its 120,000 Jewish citizens 
leave at once for Israel indicates the kind of 
stresses to which any planned immigration pro- 
gram is likely to be subjected. The Jewish Agen- 
cy, which but recently announced the introduc- 
tion of a “pay-as-you-go” policy in immigration, 
barring unexpected emergencies, has been faced 
almost at once with just the kind of situation 
which requires a complete revision of carefully 
calculated quotas. 

It is estimated that at least 80,000 Iraki Jews 
will avail themselves of the Iraki Government’s 
permission, to which is added the stipulation 
that the operation must be completed within 
twelve months. In other words, the Iraki Jews 
have been given a chance to emigrate in 1950, 
and only in 1950. 

Whatever motive prompis the Iraki Govern- 
ment’s offer, it is clear that the Jewish Agency 
must accept it without further parley. The sit- 
uation of the Iraki Jews has deteriorated steadily 
within the past two decades. At present they are 
virtually hostages of a hostile government. Their 
property is confiscated; they are subject to im- 
prisonment, persecution and even executicn, if 
they are so much as suspected of Zionist sympa- 
thies. In Irak, Zionism is viewed as criminal, and 
is punishable by death or hard labor for life. Any 
one accused of “Zionizing” can be convicted 
on the testimony of two Moslem witnesses. Mere- 
ly a private letter from a relative in Israel may 
result in prison and torture for the recipient. 

If the majority of Iraki Jews are desperately 
striving to leave a land where they have lived for 
centuries, it is not because they are wild-eyed 
romantics unaware of the difficulties and uncer- 
tainties ahead. Like that of Hitler’s victims 
their chronic wretchedness has become acute— 
with this difference: there is a place as anxious 
to receive them as they are anxious to go. 

Irak’s offer means that Jews in other parts of 
the world, notably North Africa, will have to 
wait until preparations for the fresh influx are 
made. When a country which till now opposed 
Jewish emigration lifts the bars, the Jewish State 
cannot discuss the timing of the rate of immig- 
ration. Fortunately, the population of Israel is 
as inflexible in its will, as it is expansive in its 
spirit. When Bevin suddenly announced that 
Cyprus would release its prisoners, the unhappy 
island was cleared of its thousands within a 
matter of days despite the hardships involved. 

The situation is even more difficult today. 
Housing and food are still scarcer, and the tents 
of the reception-centers are more crammed. At 
the same time, aged and invalid Jews from the 


JEWISH FRONTiER 


German D.P. camps—the “hard-core” cases— 
are being carried on stretchers to the ships which 
will take them to Israel. Like the Jews from 
Irak, they cannot wait; the German house of 
bondage is being emptied and shut. To these, too, 
Israel must offer home, if not healing. 


One must face the fact that such “emergen. 
cies” will be routine for years to come. After the 
catastrophic “emergency” created by Hitler, and 
the dislocation and fragmentation of the Jewish 
people, it would be idle to suppose that any ex- 
cept an “emergency” mentality will be adequate, 
or perhaps “normal.” Israel understands this, 
Its people have understood this from the mo- 
ment that they welcomed the first boat-load of 
illegal immigrants. And they understood super- 
latively during their heroic battle for the Jewish 
State. The only thing that can ease Israel’s pro- 
tracted “emergency” regime is a sharing of the 
tension by American Jewry. Two heads may 
not always be better than one, but when it comes 
to bearing burdens, a plurality of shoulders can 
certainly lighten the strain. 


An Important Recognition 


RAN’S RECENT RECOGNITION of Israel makes 
her the second Moslem country to establish 
full diplomatic relations with the Jewish State. 
Coming almost simultaneously upon Turkey’s 
announcement of de jure recognition, it can be 
viewed as a straw in the wind. Though neither 
country is Arab in nationality, both are Moham- 
medan in religion. Till recently the danger of 
an unbroken anti-Israel Moslem front in Asia was 
not to be minimized. It is an open secret that 
India’s hesitation in regard to recognizing Israel 
stems from a profound desire not to offend her 
Moslem nationals and not to antagonize Pakistan 
on this score. The recent example set by Iran and 
Turkey may serve to hearten India. 


Asia, as distinct from the Arab League, is be- 
coming aware of Israel. The Philippines with 
their large Moslem population, and Nationalist 
China, recognized Israel months ago. Burma has 
also recognized the Jewish State. These are indi- 
cations that Israel is being accepted by the con- 
tinent of which she is a small but significant part. 


It must not be forgotten that beyond the im- 
mediate geographic barrier of the backward 
Arab States, stretches a vast and developing con- 
tinent to which concepts of political democracy 
and economic progress are far from alien. Israel 
feels kin to Asiatic peoples seeking enlightenment 
and independence. The full acceptance of the 
Jewish State into the community of the Asiatic 
peoples will enable Israel to make her specific 
contribution towards a democratic Asia. 
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Reflections on the Jewish Situation 


Part Three: REDEMPTION AND SURVIVAL 
by Ludwig Lewisohn 


I" Is AN EVER RECURRENT experience that no 
Jew is able to establish a right relation to 
himself, to his own being and destiny, until he 
accepts the fact of the uniqueness of Jewish 
character and history. For this reason it is the 
frightened Jew who is always alert for analogies 
to his own situation. In America and elsewhere 
he likens his situation to that of other minorities, 
the Negro, the Latin immigrants, the Balto- 
Slavs, in the subconscious hope of common effort, 
the protection of numbers, above all, of the 
reduction of his own strange and unique prob- 
lem to a tolerable and manageable denominator. 
Alienated as he is by the false emancipation he 
forgets, and indeed, he desires to forget the cir- 
cumstances that to his grandfather or, at farth- 
est, great-grandfather whether in Minsk or 
Kovno or Frankfurt the Jewish situation seemed 
not at all strange. It was assented to as God- 
given in its precise differentness. 

If sanity, if mental balance, as we now know, 
depends upon the facing of reality, upon the 
acceptance of necessity, it is no wonder that 
neurotic symptoms and ill organized lives are 
found among those Jewish liberals, often brilliant 
and cultivated persons, who withdraw from the 
hard fact of Jewish uniqueness into the hiding- 
places of analogy, into the refuge of false alike- 
ness and a hopeless community in effort with 
other groups. In the end they are bound to be 
wounded by accepting the fact or inwardly 
sickened by repressing it, that the Negro is sus- 
ceptible to anti-Semitic myths and hatreds and 
that the South or East European immigrant 
never, and quite correctly, connects his own 
temporarily unfavorable status with his attitude 
to the Jewish people. 

The modern so-called emancipated Jew for- 
gets or represses another salient fact, namely, 
that the denial of Jewish uniqueness is of rela- 
tively recent origin. It arose out of the general 
tendency to reduction, to classification, which 
characterized the now discredited methods of 
mere empiricism. An older world, not yet de- 
terred from the perception of historic fact by 
transitory theory, was steadily aware of the 
uniqueness of Jewish being and experience. We 
hear the classical voice of Christendom at its 
best in Pascal: “This people is worthy of con- 
sideration not only by reason of its antiquity; it 
is also singular by its power to endure, which 
has continued from its origin to this day. For 


while the peoples of Greece and Italy, of Lace- 
daemon, Athens and Rome, as well as others who 
appeared thereafter, have all perished long ago, 
this people continues to exist, and does so in 
spite of the attempts of so many powerful kings 
who have a hundred times sought to destroy it.’” 

Nor has the endurance of Israel and the 
world’s attempt to destroy it changed since 
Pascal wrote. We have continued to evoke re- 
sistance by what we are. We have died again and 
again up to this very generation, up to this very 
day and have re-arisen from those deaths. We 
have been torn out of the context of history. 
And the first act of the troubled but alienated 
Jew in America must be to lay hold upon this 
fundamental and central truth and to recon- 
struct his inner world under its guidance. For- 
tunately, the majority of American Jews are 
troubled; fortunately, a majority corresponds to 
the second and not any more to the first group 
of Jews as the two groups were delineated by 
another French Christian, the saintly and gifted 
Charles Péguy: “There are only two kinds of 
Jews: those who are devoured by Jewish anxiety 
and play so many poor comedies to deny it, to 
deny it even to themselves, and those who are 
devoured by Jewish anxiety and never even 
dream of denying it.’” 


Ow IS THAT MORE or less alienated American 
Jew, who is so deeply troubled, to find his 
way back to his people and himself. He cannot 
re-live his life nor quickly enough rectify the 
errors of his education, both formal and environ- 
mental. He may be able to grasp only gradually 
the uniqueness of his people’s history and experi- 
ence; he may at least approach it by the inter- 
mediary stage of Martin Buber’s fruitful formu- 
lation: ‘“‘Jewishness is an intellectual and spirit- 
ual process which has documented itself in the 
inner history of the Jewish people and in the 
works of great Jews.”* He may be able to find 
the Jew within himself and so re-ally himself 
with his own and his people’s destiny. 

The thing has been experienced; the thing has 
been done. It has been done in the East and in 
the West among the perished Jewries of Europe. 
It has rarely taken place in America. We shall 
see why when we come to discuss and describe 


1 Pascal. Pensées. No. 620. 
2 Charles Péguy. Pages Choisies. Prose. 1928. 
3 Martin Buber. Reden ueber das Judentum. 1923. 
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the specific realities of the Jewish scene in 
America. But all those who came from any re- 
gion of Jewish alienation to both the contempor- 
ary martyrdom and the contemporary re-birth 
of Israel, have found their way home to them- 
selves and to their people by a process of inner- 
most recognition. Thus Aaron David Gordon, 
the incomparable ideologist of Labor Zionism 
and founder of Daganiah, wrote: “I believe that 
a Jewish human being, if he were to succeed for 
one moment to be wholly himself, to be free of 
every alien influence — that such a being would 
unhesitatingly bring himself to confess that 
within him lives a special thing, his very own, 
which struggles for its separate existence and 
seeks a way of manifesting itself in its own 
form.’”* 


Perhaps for us here in America a more per- 
suasive voice may be that of Franz Rosenzweig, 
the wholly modern man, alienated in his first 
youth almost to the point of apostasy, possessor 
of all the philosophical and literary culture of 
the West, whose final word was this: “In this 
human being there is something that makes him 
a Jewish human being, something imponderably 
small and yet immeasurably great, his most in- 
accessible secret which yet breaks forth from 
every gesture and from every word and most of 
all from the most casual... . The thing is not 
even experienced. It is simply lived. It is what 


one is.’”” 


WITNEssEs COULD BE multiplied from various 

ages but especially from this age in which 
the alienation has been so wide and so subtle and 
so grave and in which Jewish souls have been so 
intolerably anguished by the vastness of Jewish 
martyrdom, by the cold indifference of the 
world to that martyrdom and then briefly and 
strangely and not without an echoing pang have 
been elated by the establishment of the Medinath 
Yisrael. These have been the experiences of the 
contemporary Jew. And to these should be 
added too, the war in Israel, the war which would 
have been lost, had not naked hands been able 
for a space to hold off tanks — had not, as a 
sagacious journalist wrote, the koach ha-ish, the 
power of man, of moral heroism, been stronger 
than the koach-ha-esh, the power of fire, of am- 
munition. Jews who have witnessed this, Jews 
who are deeply troubled by their being and the 
future of that being, why should they not de- 
scend to the depth of their souls, of their psyches, 
and re-discover their oneness with the sources of 
their people’s life? The Jew who succeeds in 
doing that will find, to use the unrivalled formu- 


4 A. D. Gordon. Erlésing durch Arbeit. 1929. 
5 Franz Rosenzweig. Zur juedischen Erziehung. 1937. 
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lation of Buber, that “his people is to him a 
community of men and women who were, who 
are, who will be, a community of the dead, the 
living and the unborn who together represent a 
oneness — the precise oneness which he perceives 
to be the groundwork of his ‘I’, of that ‘I? which 
was destined from all eternity to be ¢his necessary 
link in the long chain of being... . The past of 
his people is his personal memory; the future 
of his people is his personal task; the way of his 
people teaches him to will and to understand his 
true self.’””° 

How difficult is this act of self-recollection 
and self recognition to the contemporary Jew in 
America! For he is emancipated, and commonly 
he speaks that word with pride, not knowing or 
daring to know that he has been emancipated 
from his true self, from the sources of his being, 
from his own historic experience and so from 
what constitutes his humanity, namely, his Jew- 
ishness. He suffers. Doubtless he suffers. But 
he reads to console him, if he reads at all, some 
sociological treatise, some last word of some 
transitory theorizing. He does not go into him- 
self. If in youth he is persuaded to read frag- 
ments of Torah, he performs a religious exercise 
and does not see his fate in fiery letters on the 
immortal, the prophetic page: “And the Lord 
shall scatter thee among all people, from the 
one end of the earth even to the other; and there 
thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou 
nor thy father have known, even wood and stone. 
And among these nations thou shalt find no 
ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: 
but the Lord shall give thee there a trembling 
heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind.” 
Nor do the rabbis often enough to the few who 
go to synagogue read these fatal and final words, 
these shatteringly true and realistic words. And 
so Jews emancipate themselves more and more in 
order to worship more and more these gods of 
wood and stone, these “‘not-gods”, these “lies”, 
these “lying vanities” these “carcasses” and 
“dumb idols”*® of which the names in this age 
are games and sports and radios and cars and 
television and, one step higher, meetings and 
resolutions and inter-faith (where there is no 
faith) and anti-defamation and, above all and 
most evil of all, smoother and smoother adapta- 
tion to an uncritically accepted environment. 
The same words are droned; the same liberalistic 
gestures are repeated; one thing changes not: 
the trembling heart, the failing of eyes, the sor- 
row of mind. . 

The Jew emancipated from his true self, 
alienated from the groundwork of his character 


6 Martin Buber. Op. cit. 
7 Deuteronomy: 28.64-5. 
8 Harry A. Wolfson. Philo. Vol. I, 2nd Ed. 1948. 
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and destiny, is left a prey to all the forces of 
one of the most evil, if not indeed the most evil 
scene in all history. Let him remember — and 
this observation must be and will be repeated — 
that it was ¢his civilization, this Christendom, 
this emancipatory Galuth too, which produced 
out of its accursed womb the Nazis with their 
crematoria, the Stalinists with their “liquida- 
tions” and their slave-kennels, the sordid horrors 
in Palestine perpetrated by a Labor Government 
in Britain, the refusal of the Allied Powers to 
bomb the murder camps, the bland assertion of 
an American Secretary of State that the sale by 
Britain of heavy offensive armor to Egypt has no 
relevance to the security of the State of Israel. 

If the American Jew would achieve not only 
survival, which nakedly and by itself is not pos- 
sible; if he would achieve redemption toward 
survival, he must measurably and in contempla- 
tive hours free himself from all the influences of 
his environment. He must redescend into the 
depth of his being and find there, since there 
alone they can be found, redemptive forces both 
for himself and perhaps even for his Christian 
neighbor. 


THE ENTIRE SITUATION created by the establish- 

ment of the Third Commonwealth and the 
continued existence of a dispersion, primarily 
today the American center of dispersion, is not 
new in form. The co-existence of a State in 
Eretz Yisrael and of the Hellenistic dispersion 
offers a fair parallel. “On account of their num- 
ber,” Philo of Alexandria tells us, “no single 
land can contain all Jews. Therefore the greater 
number inhabit the fertile islands and continents 
of Europe and Asia. As their capital they con- 
sider the Holy City in which stands the Temple 
of the Highest God, yet they hold that place to 
be their fatherland in which they were born and 
have been brought up and have dwelt for gener- 
ations.”® These words refer to a situation that 
existed in the first quarter century of the Com- 
mon Era. At that time Alexandrian Jewry alone 
numbered roughly 1,000,000 souls. When Cyril 
and his monks arose to cleanse the city of 
Athanasius from the unbelieving Jews in 412, he 
found a bare 40,000 to slaughter or drive forth. 
What is starkly clear from this record is that 
the Alexandrian diaspora, living in the year 25 
according to the principles set forth by Philo, 
was slowly self-destroyed before the final blow 
obliterated it. 

Both historic evidence and luminous analogy 
tell us how this self-destruction took place. The 
Jews of the Hellenistic world evidently experi- 
enced a paralysis of their historic will — that 





% Philo. Flaccus. Concerning the Evidences of God’s Might. 
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will of a people toward its destiny which creates 
history and stamps environment with its own 
image. They yielded to the lures of the Hellen- 
istic world; they gave in to that pressure which 
Shlomo ibn Verga defined so tersely and finally 
so many centuries later: “The ruling nation seeks 
to transform other peoples into its own image.” 
They turned dispersion into Galuth; they aband- 
oned their history-shaping will; they became 
alienated from the sources of their being and 
perished, self-slain and self-obliterated. 

We approach the core and center of our prob- 
lem. What is Galuth? Why is the pre-emanci- 
patory, the old Galuth, to be affirmed as an in- 
tegral and venerable part of Jewish history and 
the post-emancipatory Galuth to be negated? 
For the answers so far given have not yet gone 
deep enough. We must go deeper in order gradu- 
ally to approach our overwhelming question of 
immediate destiny, our question of life and 
death: Is America Galuth? 

Yitzhak Baer is right in his assertion that 
“with the Galuth, Jewish history leaves the 
frame-work of natural law,” and that it is a 
“fact unique in the history of nations.”"* The 
Jewish people was, from the beginning, torn out 
of the context of history. But its survival in 
exile, in Galuth is the most conspicuous and irre- 
futable proof of its extra-historic character and 
destiny. The wonder is not that there are only 
10,000,000 Jews left in the world; the supreme 
wonder is that there are any. But what applies 
to the Jews of the dispersion as a whole, does 
not apply to specific groups at given historic 
moments under the pressure of certain kinds of 
environment. We have just seen how the pow- 
erful Hellenistic dispersion turned into Galuth, 
lost its history-shaping will, and perished. We 
have all witnessed a contrary phenomenon. 
Doubtless there was peripheral Polonization in 
Poland; there was Bundism; there was the West- 
ernizing trend among the Maskilim, the enlight- 
eners. But the Jewish people of Poland as a 
whole, a compact mass, though author of the 
specific Golus pathos, stood firm against all the 
storms of circumstance and all the pressures of 
a pagan world and finally faced ineffable martyr- 
dom in a mood of unbending and undying affir- 
mation of the oneness, the uniqueness, the eterni- 
ty of Israel. 

Which represented and which was Galuth, 
Hellenistic Jewry? Polish Jewry? What are the 
facts behind the words? 


D'sPERSION BECOMES GALUTH when the Jew 
abandons his history-creating will; dispersion 
becomes Galuth when the Jew unresistingly 


10 Shlomo ibn Verga. Shevet Jehuda. Ed. M. Wiener. 1924. 
lly, F. Baer. Galuth. 1947. 
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yields to environmental pressure; when he con- 
sents to alienation from the sources of his being; 
when he gives himself up and begins to perish 
as a Jew; when he worships the idols of wood 
and stone of the pagan world; when he begins 
to hide from himself “the thousand-fold lie 
which constitutes Galuth”” or even pretends to 
himself that that lie is a truth, that it is Ais truth. 
Galuth in that precise and unescapable sense is 
self-created, created by Jews with a sub-con- 
scious drive to Jewish death, to Jewish extinc- 
tion. It is created by Jews themselves even when 
they give charitable gifts for far-away Jews and 
sick Jews and hungry Jews, even when they pay 
insurance against anti-Semitism, even when they 
clamor for civic rights and the separation of 
Church and State and the protection of other 
minorities. All these things are good and useful 
and of fair outward seeming. But when they are 
analyzed they will be found to be devices by 
means of which Jews seek to perpetuate that 
apparent security in Jewish alienation, in the 
abandonment of the history-creating power of 
the Jewish people — that merely apparent secur- 
ity in which half slumber the unescapable seeds 
of doom and death. 

It will now be clear why the redemption of 
Jews, why the redemption of the individual Jew 
in America is the fundamental condition of Jew- 
ish survival: why the instant and unanswerable 
command is the re-identification of the Jew with 
his Jewishness at the deepest level of conscious- 
ness. No devices of organization, of planning, 
of conferences or congresses will take the place 
of this act. For only Jews in whom this act has 
been accomplished can devise those outer means 
and techniques which it will be necessary to 
devise in order to assure the survival of the Jew- 
ish commfnity amid the circumstances in which 
it is played. Jews in council who have not 
identified and re-allied themselves with the 
sources of their being, with the unique character 
and history of Israel, will be guided, even when 
they are unaware of it, by the pressures of the 
emancipation —— those manifold pressures which 
all sought to emancipate the Jew from his Jew- 
ishness and hence to destroy him. They will 
forget, if only for an instant—and that instant 
would suffice for a fatal issue—that the world 
desires the Jew to diminish his Jewishness in order 
that it may the more easily escape from the 
moral burden, the moral obligation which the 
very existence of unassimilated Jews confirms 
and demands. Resistance on this point, resistance 
arising from a perfect understanding of this 
situation, must be absolute in principle. No 
Jew will serve the survival of his people, no Jew 
will help liberate America from the lies of the 


12 Martin Buber. Kampf um Israel. 1933. 
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Galuth at its most degraded who does not see 
with an utter certainty of vision, irrespective of 
opinion or content, that ear-locked Hasidim on 
Avenue A and 3rd Street, dancing with holy joy 
on Simchat Torah, are free men, self-sustaining 
men, cooperators with a free society, and that 
some member of the American Council for Juda- 
ism whose Christmas tree on his lawn outshines 
that of his Gentile neighbors, is a slave in body 
and in soul, imprisoned in the cold and empty 
hell of a self-created Galuth. Such is his function 
and effect as a Jew. His function and effect as 
an American are of an equal deadliness. For, by 
every implication of his being and his acts, he 
destroys the variety and flexibility of a free 
society; he invites the intolerance he dreads; he 
does his share toward plunging his country and 
his society into the chaos of the slave state. 


It will be recalled how in the early days of the 
Zionist movement Achad Ha-Am declared it 
to be a principle that the redemption of man, 
of the people, the ge’ulath ha-am, would have to 
precede the redemption of the land of Israel, the 
ge’ulath ha-aretz. He was eternally right. Those 
young men and women who laid the perilous 
foundations of the re-colonization, who shook 
with malaria and endured the rigors of labor and 
half-starvation and the additional rigor of speak- 
ing a language they did but half know — these 
were all souls self-redeemed from the emancipa- 
tory Galuth of Europe. Only a perfect vision, 
only an unalterable faith could have caused them 
to accomplish what they did accomplish. So it 
must be here; only so can any help or healing 
come to us now. The redemption, the liberation, 
of the individual American Jew from the thou- 
sandfold lie of Galuth must precede the acts 
which can assure Jewish survival. He must be 
free of the lie that the idols of wood and stone 
can ever be his gods except at the expense of 
his very life; he must be free of the lie that 
uniformity is a virtue and that it is well for him 
to feign to be what he is not; he must be free 
of the lie that in this mimicry there is any mea- 
sure even of security; he must be free from the 
lie of lies, the desperate and dastardly lie at the 
core of a materialized society, that any good 
thing can be won without suffering, without 
martyrdom, if need be, or that new devices will 
be different if employed by the same unredeemed 
and unilluminated souls. A Jewish community 
in America can be preserved from dwindling, 
from corruption and decay, only by Jews, by 
individual Jewish men and women who, having 
descended to the depth of their souls, have re- 
covered themselves and with those selves have 
recovered and regained the history-willing, the 
history-creating, the self-determining power of 
the Jewish people. 
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The Story That Must Build Itself 
On Jewish History and John Hersey’s “The Wall” 


by Maurice Samuel 


I 


— I HEARD some months ago that John 
Hersey had written a powerful book on the 
destruction of the Warsaw ghetto, I was filled 
with something akin to anxiety. For me, as for 
a great many others, this subject — part of the 
larger subject which is comprised in the dread 
episode of the Nazi extermination of European 
Jewry — is not one for exploitative writing, 
even of the higher kind. By exploitative writing 
I mean the kind which is born of the attitude, 
“That’s a wonderful theme for a book.” Only 
dedicated writing can be congruent with this 
subject. My anticipatory concern was the deep- 
er because Hersey is not an exploitative writer, 
in spite of his consistent choice of “good ideas.” 
He is a gifted and dependable craftsman, and 
his book would be a serious one. But its literary 
merit — which in a general way could be taken 
for granted — would have to establish itself by 
extraneous and exacting criteria which are not 
merely literary. In other words, this could not 
be regarded simply as a piece of writing; one 
would have to examine it as an incident. 


II 


THE FATE of the Warsaw ghetto has become 

the symbol of the fate of European Jewry; 
and when we speak of fate we think primarily 
of meaning. We want to know what it has all 
meant. We might answer that it meant nothing 
at all; in this episode, as in countless others of 
its kind, a number of human animals destroyed 
another number of human animals — part of 
the process of mutual extermination which has 
gone on since life appeared on the planet. If this 
is the case, we must not speak of “fate”, with its 
connotations of meaningful pattern; and we 
must not pretend that there is anything here to 
hold our interest beyond certain decorative de- 
tails: this human animal died well, that one 
badly; this one showed spirit, resourcefulness and 
endurance, the other was spiritless, shifty and 
cowardly. The spectacle is everything, and be- 
hind the spectacle there is nothing. We might, 
I say, take up this point of view; or, more 
accurately, we might pretend to; for merely to 
assert it is to reveal our susceptibility to the other 
Point of view, which bids us look for meaning. 
Most of us, except in uncharacteristic moments 


of exhaustion, will not even make the pretense. 
We are committed to the search. 


The search is conducted on three levels, though 
the objective we have in mind is a single one. 
There is the obvious individual level, the raw 
material of the case history, the almost behavior- 
istic record of what certain persons did and said. 
Without this raw material we can do nothing, 
of course. The individual is the starting point, 
the unit of observation; unless we know what 
happened to him, unless we can study him atten- 
tively in the midst of events, we have no clue 
to the meaningful pattern. 


But the individual is what he is by virtue of 
at least two major factors: his particular set of 
endowments, and the form, expression and ar- 
ticulateness which he found in his social group 
or groups. When we say that a man is a Polish 
Jew and a left wing Zionist, or a Polish Jew 
assimilated into the culture and nationalism of 
Poland, we do more than give his social coordin- 
ates. We are defining him internally. It is of 
the utmost importance to remember that this 
man is unintelligible to himself, as well as to us, 
without these terms; they are realities of his soul. 
Therefore the second level of search is national. 
There was such a thing as Polish Jewry, without 
a knowledge of which the Polish Jew, the War- 
saw Jew, is unrecognizable, and that which hap- 
pened to him humanly indescribable. 


We must know, therefore, the meaning of 
what happened to Polish Jewry as a Jewry. It 
exists no more, today, and is to itself beyond 
meaning. But it was part of world Jewry, and 
for Jews who live in the affirmation of Jewish- 
ness the total destruction of Polish Jewry, and 
of most of the rest of European Jewry, is an 
apocalyptic tragedy which the sensitive bystand- 
er can respect, but cannot share. I am not speak- 
ing here of an intimate feeling of family bereave- 
ment, inaccessible to the outsider; that happens, 
actually, to be the less inaccessible aspect of the 
anguish, for every human being knows what it 
means to lose a parent, a brother, or a sister. But 
few know what it means to lose at a blow, in 
one all-embracing calamity, the largest single 
source of their corporate personality, their spirit- 
ual identifiability — a source which yesterday 
flowed with abounding vigor, and today is a 
dried up well in a waste-land. 








12 


Therefore on this second level, the national or 
group level, the search for meaning extends be- 
yond the boundaries of dead Polish Jewry, and 
also backward and forward in time; backward 
into the common origins of Polish and world 
Jewry, forward into the effects on surviving 
world Jewry, and on American Jewry — the 
largest group — in particular. The sum of the 
individual destinies now ascends into the his- 
torical. 

On the third ievel we seek a universal meaning 
in which the other two meanings play their role; 
and as some of us see it, the first two meanings 
are illusions unless they are sublimated into the 
third. The relationship between Nazidom and 
Jewry was not that between the power-seeker 
and his victim; it was not the standard, immem- 
orial pattern of group conflicts. It was a unique 
phenomenon with a unique content; its inter- 
pretation can be offered only within the inclu- 
sive framework of the interpretation of our 
civilization. The fact that most Jews are not 
aware of this large meaning is no argument 
against it; few people grasp the fulness of the 
purpose which, with varying degrees of willing- 
ness, they serve with their essential selves. Far 
more decisive is the fact that we cannot explain 
all the phenomena on the first and second level 
without an acceptance of what is to be found 
on the third level. 

These are the difficult and exacting criteria 
with which I approached the reading of John 
Hersey’s “The Wall.” 


III 


PeERH=~?Ps ONLY a sensitive bystander — one who 

neither shared the experience, nor shares the 
feeling of national bereavement and diminution 
— could have produced this chronicle. Piously, 
with immense and unconfused diligence, John 
Hersey studied the mountainous depositions of 
witnesses, devised a fictitious framework for 
their presentation, filled it in person by person, 
incident by incident, for six hundred printed 
pages. The narrative is crowded with honesty, 
and this honesty acquires additional density from 
two contrasts. 

The first is the necessary element of invention. 
The implausible figure of Levinson, the ‘‘archi- 
vist”, who, besides accumulating and burying a 
vast library of “diaries, novels, notebooks, ac- 
countbooks, minutes of meetings, collections of 
letters, plays, poems, short stories, sketches, mu- 
sical compositions, as well as a great mass of offi- 
cial records,” also wrote more than four million 
words in the three and a half years covered by the 
book — over three thousand words a day for 
nearly thirteen hundred consecutive days, in the 
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midst of confusion, displacements, disease, 
hunger, darknesses, slaughter, crowding and hor. 
ror—the Levinson without whom “The Wall” 
could not have been written, is accepted by the 
reader because he has to be accepted. How els 
could Hersey have given us such a detailed, con. 
tinuous, almost day-to-day account of the lives 
of these men and women? But instead of being 
troubled by doubt under this compulsion, the 
reader, won to the story by its irresistible truth- 
fulness, finds himself doubly convinced precisely 
because the “device” is so transparently inac- 
ceptable. 

The second contrast which testifies to the 
reliability and honesty of the book is, rather 
strangely, the evidence that it is the work of a 
bystander. This does not refer to the few — 
the very few — slips (such as the impossible 
rendition of the Passover Four Questions, or the 
Chatos Neurim as author) which occur here 
and there. My observation refers to tone and 
atmospheric effect. Mr. Hersey, in his ‘Editor's 
Prologue”, acknowledges his indebtedness to the 
translators, who “had a very difficult task.” He 
continues: “They had to try to convey in English 
the life of Eastern European Jews without fall- 
ing into the colloquialisms, word orders, and 
rhythms which, as taken over and modified by 
the American Jewish community, have become 
part of an entirely different culture; the con- 
notations would have been misleading.” Cer- 
tainly. One would not be conveying the tonali- 
ty of Polish Jewish conversation by approxi- 
mating it to East Side English. But, unacquaint- 
ed with that tonality, Mr. Hersey has given us 
something equally remote from the original. 
Thus: 

We read that Rutka Mazur, who is carrying 
on a serious flirtation with Mordecai Apt, come 
to the Apt apartment for the weekly contribv- 
tion of food for “orphans and indigent refugees” 
in the ghetto. This time it is a teaspoonful of 
flour from every person in the apartment. Mor- 
decai’s sister, Rachel, opens the door. 

“Rachel (almost sullenly):— My brother's 
not in. 

Rutka:—I’m not pursuing Mordecai. I’m 
scavenging.” 

Now this not in the Jewish or Yiddish style 
of pleasantry. It is sophisticated Anglo-Saxon 
“witty” back talk. It belongs to Huxley and 
Evelyn Waugh and “Saki,” not to a narrative 
written in Yiddish (though the two girls may 
have spoken in Polish) as the archivist Levin- 
son’s was. 

Or again: Reb Yechiel Mazur, the gentle 
pietist, is returning with his fellow-mournef 
from the burial of his young son, Schlome, who 
died in the ghetto typhus epidemic. We read: 
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“On the way out of the cemetery, Reb Yechiel 
tent down three or four times and picked some 
weeds until he had quite a handful — brome, 
fescue, and devilgrass. Finally he said: 

— And they of the city shall flourish like the 

of the earth.” 

It is a moving passage, one of scores. It is also 
noteworthy for its verisimilitude — except for 
one iluminating detail. It is impossible that 
levinson’s Yiddish narrative should have con- 
ined the words for “brome”, “fescue” and 
“devilgrass.” It is alien to the spirit of the lan- 
guage (and of Jewish thought and experience) 
to endow it with the equivalents of such special- 
ied nature terminology. Mr. Hersey may have 
found brome, fescue and devilgrass among the 
ruins of the Warsaw ghetto: he (or his transla- 
tors) could not have found them in Levinson’s 
“Archives.” 

Now these betrayals do not, in themselves, 
diminish the trustworthiness of Mr. Hersey. On 
the contrary, they startle us into appreciation 
of the care and insight and industry which he 
brought to the raw material of his book. That 
the bystander should have learned as much as he 
did is altogether extraordinary; besides being an 
act of piety, the book is a spiritual and intellec- 
tual tour de force. Or, as a Chassid might say, 
itis a tour de force in piety. But its character 
as such is emphasized by the gulf between the 
narrator and his subject; and of this gulf more 


will be said later. 
IV 


[#T Us Now return to the story. All of us — I 
refer to readers of this magazine — are fami- 
lar with it. But we have not had it set down 
before in this full orderly manner, with this 
proper, systematic blending of what befell the 
individual and what happened panoramically. 
The orderliness is, however, kept decently in 
check. Whether by instinct, accident or design, 
Mr. Hersey has introduced a certain superficial 
confusion of effect, in part through the multipli- 
city of characters, in part by a technique of cross- 
teference. The book therefore demands close 
attention — rightly. I have not the slightest 
doubt that tens of thousands of readers, members 
of the Book of the Month Club, or non-members 
tushed off their feet by prestige-pressure, will 
kim most of the book or even give up half way. 
But a smooth, attractive story of the Warsaw 
ghetto, written for the lazy entertainment-seek- 
et, who will sandwich it in between a mystery 
thriller and a dreary, pseudo-erotic historical 
tfomance, would have been a coarse affront to the 
subject — exploitative writing at its most in- 
ent. The cooperative effort which the book 
exacts from the serious reader — something like 
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a religious service — is a necessary element in 
the story. 

I also do not doubt that within a few years 
only a handful of specialists will remember the 
book or refer to it. That again is not a reflection 
on Mr. Hersey’s achievement, which is hemmed 
in by restrictions beyond the scope of conscious 
literary effort even of the highest order. For 
actually we are concerned with two stories: the 
story of the Warsaw ghetto, and the story of 
how that story is establishing itself in the Jewish 
people (it is not likely to establish itself any- 
where else). In the second story, which is the 
continuing fate of the first story, Mr. Hersey’s 
book is an incident, and this is in itself a high 
distinction. But now we will turn once more to 
the first story, the familiar one which is becom- 
ing part of the Jewish historic consciousness. 

We know all the people in the narrative, from 
countless articles, books, and conversations with 
survivors, if not of the Warsaw ghetto, then of 
other expunged Jewries. We know them by 
diffusion, and do not remember when and where 
we first heard of them. There is Dolyk Berson, 
who enters as a likeable, personable no-one-in- 
particular, and who in three and a half years is 
transformed into the powerful man of action. 
There is Rachel Apt, the timid, homely girl, in 
whom a spirit lies latent even greater than Ber- 
son’s: a gentle, loving soul, fumbling and frus- 
trated, but of profound instinctive intelligence 
(that intelligence itself a function of her good- 
ness), unfolding slowly, revealing successive re- 
serves of endurance and devotion and decision, 
until she becomes the “mother of the partisans”, 
until she stands with them as they direct their 
fire against the Germans: ‘““Now Jews; now, my 
dear ones.” There is Fein, the carpenter, amcho, 
of the folk, solid, resourceful, an early activist, 
who organizes ingeniously the sabotage of the 
merchandise which has to be delivered to the 
German authorities, and is a first class all round 
addition to the resistance. And there is Stefan 
Mazur (son of the lovable pietist Reb Yechiel 
Mazur), the young member of the Jewish ghetto 
police, the decomposition of whose character 
proceeds in a sort of counterpoint with the up- 
building of the character of his sister, Rutka; 
till it reaches the point where, bidden to obtain 
his quota of four persons for deportation from 
the ghetto (this is toward the end, when the 
meaning of deportation is half-understood) , he 
demands that his father and mother give them- 
selves up, and meanwhile he himself carries off in 
his arms the frail, dying Symka Berson, the wife 
of the partisan leader. There is Mauritzi Apt, 
the wealthy, assimilated jewelry merchant, a 
stupefying embodiment of the sheer will to 
survive, at any cost, at anyone’s cost; though 








14 


drawn convincingly as a human being, and a 
not indifferent father (Rachel Apt, mother of 
the partisans, is his daughter! to be sure, not 
his favorite daughter) he is somehow less a per- 
son than a manifestation of blind biologic self- 
centredness—blind not only to the horrors about 
him, but, in a grisly-comical way, to what he 
is up against. There is Fischel Schpunt, the 
clowning mah yofes Jew, whose persistent, sick- 
ening buffoonery before the Germans is an in- 
volved stylization, part surrender, part defiance, 
part insanity (a normal person could not act 
it out), part fulfilment—one cannot fathom 
him without becoming slightly mad oneself. 
There is Yitzhok, the grim young fighter and 
partisan leader, man of action almost before he 
is a man (reminiscent of Israeli army officers) . 
There are dozens, scores, hundreds of others; the 
book swarms with human beings, we have the 
impression of being in the ghetto, not in the 
narrative. But though we know all these people, 
we learn to know them better because we are 
able, here and now, to contemplate their care- 
fully drawn portraits. Nothing new is told us; 
the externals of the old are brought back, fixed 
where we can concentrate on them; our increas- 
ing insight into them is our own work, for which 
Mr. Hersey has dutifully and honorably sup- 
plied the material. 

We are also familiar with the panoramic pro- 
jection, and we brood again over the dark rid- 
dles of the Jewish group reaction to the devel- 
oping strategy of the Nazi destroyers. Here 
again Mr. Hersey supplies, with fidelity and skill 
and far-sighted continuity, the technical por- 
trait—this time of a historic phenomenon—in 
the contemplation of which we are moved to a 
renewal of our insights. In the portrait of a 
historic phenomenon we must get the effect of 
motion, which is its essence. A person too evolves 
as we watch him, but a person can be “caught” 
convincingly in a still-life, too. It is otherwise 
with history, which is motion. It has no still-lifes. 
And here the kinetic effect — magnificently 
brought out—begins early in the book, when 
Jewish forced labor is erecting the wall about 
the ghetto and Levinson, the archivist, the all- 
seeing eye, is groping for the pattern: 

“The occupation authorities are building this 
wall as they do everything else—section by sec- 
tion, episode after episode, without apparent se- 
quence. Here and there, now and then. Casual 
looting of Jewish property; kosher slaughter for- 
bidden; Kehilla disbanded and Judenrat formed; 
public worship forbidden; census; registration 
for labor; ghetto decree; ghetto decree called off; 
armbands; bank accounts frozen; limitations on 
change of residence; registration of Jews’ jewel- 
ry; schools closed; restrictions on travel; regis- 
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tration of property; Jews barred from trolley, 
and buses; restrictions on postal savings; py, 
hibition of purchase of gold; wall sections byj 
Each episode comes at a different time. Ap 
when each group raises a clamor, all the oth: 
groups cry: 

*__Hush! Do you intend to endanger the m,. 
jority? Hush, friends! 

“Yet I think we are all going to wake up oy 
of these mornings, hear a loud click in the sky, 
and see all these puzzle parts fall into pla, 
around us. I wish I could understand the re 
meaning of the sections of wall... .” 

That is in April, 1940. In September, 194), 
long after the wall has been completed and th 
Jews sealed in, Rutka Mazur goes as the under. 
ground messenger of Hashomer to Wilno, an{ 
brings back a report which is presented to th 
Judenrat. Levinson writes: “The nature of th 
mass killings in Bialystok and Wilno, the thor. 
oughness, the technique employed—these leary: 
no doubt as to our future. And yet the impos 
sible is happening: people are rejecting this cer. 
tainty. Influential people. I heard one man vey 
high in the Judenrat say: The Hashomer crowl 
is exaggerating these things in order to rouse 
to their particular political program. 1 am a his 
torian, an archivist, I have studied the Mazuw 
documents; there is internal evidence of thet 
authenticity and of their modesty and under. 
statement. I have heard others say: All right 
suppose those killings did take place. They wen 
in the zone that was formerly Russian. T he vic- 
tims were very likely Communists, or suspectel 
of being Communists. We have no such hazar 
here. 

“Another formula one hears is this: We al 
know that the Germans insist on collective te. 
sponsibility. How do we know what provoce 
tions the people in Bialystok and Wilno gan 
the Germans? Others simply shrug and say: 
Those were local happenings. As if one could 
not see all the other awful tiles being prepare 
for the grand mosaic! . . . So we know: we 


delude ourselves. We know: we refuse to ut 


derstand. It is really incredible.” 

In the summer of 1942 came the orders fot 
the “delivery” of ten thousand Jews daily, t 
be rounded up by the Jewish police, under th 


Judenrat, for “resettlement.” The orders wett! 


carried out with considerable efficiency. Th 
figures given are: “July 22—6,289; July 23- 
7,815; July 24—7,744”—and so on, a total 0 
47,343 in the first week. Levinson knows tht 
these Jews are not being resettled; they are be 
ing evacuated for slaughter. The typhus epidem- 
ic induced by the concentration of 500,00 
Jews in a little more than half a square mile hat 
not done its work properly. The victims wh 
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are roped in by the Jewish police have their 
suspicions; they smell death, as cattle smell it 
approaching the abbatoir. They struggle to es- 
cape, they dodge the police, they hide, they 
sek a reprieve in the dwindling category of 
“favored” workers. They know, and they do 
not know. 

Then a certain Schorr, one of the hated Jew- 
ish police, happens to notice that the railway 
cars which take away the Jews for “resettlement” 
somewhere in the east, or for work near the 
Russian front, are returning much too fast. An 
underground worker, this time a Bund member, 
Lazar Slonim, goes out to investigate, and brings 
back—T reblinka! The gas chambers: the whole 
hyena story of mockery and deception, of seem- 
ingly purposeful classification of the victims into 
trades, of kindly reception by a “gentle-looking 
§.§. officer”: After the bath and the disinfection, 
this property will be returned to you in accord- 
ance with your receipts: the mass graves; the 
bulldozers. And now the leaders in the ghetto 
—or most of them—believe at last. They send 
a message by underground courier to the Jews 
of Berne and Istanbul: 

“Cousin Israel is sick and is going to live with 
uncle Mavetski. Any help you can send must 
hurry.” (Mavetski—Mavet—death. ) 

Yet four weeks later Levinson records: “It 
appears now that the Germans intend to get 
rid of all of us, it will be just a matter of time, 
as I see it, though our optimists—and how stub- 
born they are!—still maintain that part of the 
population will be spared. The deportations 
slackened off this week: a total of 31,396 for 
the week, compared with 56,786 in the preced- 
ing week. The optimists say: See! They are let- 
ting up. Only thirty thousand.” 

Thus till the very end! In March of 1943, 
a month before the open revolt, when about 
fifty thousand Jews were left of the half million, 

evinson must still record: “It is hard to rouse 
the whole to a pitch of concern over one of 
its parts.” 

And while all this went on, the deterioration 
of most of the survivors went on too: a deterior- 
ation manipulated by the destroyer with mani- 
acal cunning: by half-actions and concealments; 
by delegation of authority; by the law of “‘cor- 
porate responsibility”—corporate responsibility 
When the entire community had been con- 
demned to death in advance; by fantastic little 
concessions—‘‘the Germans allowed us to bring 
typewriters and office equipment from the Grzy- 
bowska building”—in the midst of the deporta- 
tions; by the classic Machiavellian technique of 
piecemeal destruction, accompanied by depre- 
Cation of the total destruction already irrevoc- 
ably decreed; by the ingenious encouragement 
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of hope in groups, in persons, in classes, in 
“useful ones,” in “superior types.” 

“In general,” writes Levinson (or Levinson- 
Hersey), ‘I feel rather sorry for the Jewish 
police. Originally most of them enlisted with 
the sincere conviction that the ‘Order Service’ 
might fulfil the sense of that phrase. . . . Even 
Berson signed up with this conviction. In spite 
of themselves, and often without knowing what 
was happening to them, the Jewish police have 
been driven into becoming executors of Ger- 
man cruelty. Many would have withdrawn, as 
Berson did, but they felt that their position 
protected their families. I have seen a couple of 
them (Dickstein, Brottles) in agonies over this 
dilemma. In these two cases the decision to 
stay at a hated job to protect beloved relatives 
has had two tragic reversals in effect: it has made 
them hate their relatives and it has made them 
love their jobs, or at least seem to, so that they 
have become brutal, Gestapo-like policemen. 
Two years ago, Dickstein and Brottles were both 
gentle, respected, intelligent lawyers. Now they 
are monsters.” 


V 


THE Portraits of the individuals stand before 

us with a certain finality. We suffer with 
them, we feel pride swelling in us, we shrink 
from them; but they do not torment us with 
dreadful questioning. It is otherwise with the 
panorama in motion, with the evolving mass 
action. We agonize over possible alternatives. 
Suppose they had understood quite early, when 
they were still nearly half a million in number, 
what had been decreed for them. Suppose the 
resistance which burst out at the end, and which 
for all its pitiful smallness—a few hundred gue- 
rillas in the warrens of the ghetto, a few hund- 
red rifles and revolvers, a few bottle bombs— 
caused the process of annihilation to slacken and 
falter in the last stages—suppose this resistance 
had flared up wildly at the beginning. Would 
it have made any difference? Or would it have 
meant an early, crushing, Rotterdam-Coventry 
assault on the Warsaw ghetto with—in the end 
—the same practical result? And even if it had 
meant the same practical result, would it not 
have meant quite another result in the important 
imponderables which are of a high practical 
order in the long run? We ask these things in 
the midst of our everlasting lament, and we 
seek some guidance for the future. 

It seems to us that it could not but have 
made a difference, immediately and remotely 
practical, if the revolt had been staged in the 
early days. Before the Jews were concentrated 
in the ghetto they were not so accessible to 
complete mass destruction. Also resistance at 
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that stage, compelling the Germans to resort 
to unmasked savagery on a grand scale, might 
have embarrassed them in their long range pro- 
gram for the Poles, the Ukrainians and others. 
It might also have produced a tactical change 
(the most one could hope for) in the attitude 
of the Poles toward the Jews. Poland was soaked 
to the bone in anti-Semitism; not for nothing 
was it chosen as the principal abbatoir for Europ- 
ean Jewry—the action could be carried on in 
congenial surroundings. But early, frantic Jew- 
ish resistance might have tempted the Poles to 
make an alliance with the Jews. . . . All these 
are considerations of immediate practicality. 

But they are the less important ones, and, as 
I shall show below, calculation along these lines 
is folly. And this is true even of greater “practi- 
cal” possibilities which were lost by delay and 
indecision. One such possibility towers above 
all others. An immediate revolt: would have nul- 
lified the whole theory and technique of the 
Machiavellianism which was the classic founda- 
tion of Nazi strategy. It would have demoral- 
ized the Nazis by cutting from under their feet 
the groundwork of their demonic technique for 
the handling of human beings. The process ap- 
plied to the Jews was concealed from the out- 
side world; no one knew what was going on; 
today the exposure of the process still meets 
with scepticism, or with that momentary accept- 
ance and hasty forgetting which is also a form of 
scepticism. The thing was too incredibly hor- 
rible; such sustained virtuosity in villainy is 
almost as miraculous as sustained virtuosity in 
saintliness. Not to have given the Germans a 
chance to exercise their virtuosity, but instead 
to have compelled them to wipe out a people 
openly, grossly, in uncomfortable violation of 
world opinion—that might have had far-reach- 
ing consequences. 


But almost until the end (thank God, only 
until almost) the Jews supplied what the Nazis 
must have longed for in their maddest dreams: 
a perfect guinea-pig nation. Captive individuals 
as laboratory specimens are not new things. But 
a nation segregated, isolated from public view, 
stretched out on the operating table and de- 
livered up unconditionally to the uninhibited 
imagination of the outside operator—that is a 
thing unheard of. Unheard of, and unbelievable. 

What Hersey has done, in giving us these in- 
dividual and panoramic portraits, is, I repeat, 
to provide the opportunity for reflection. Here 
is the material, faithful and well-ordered. Con- 
sider it at length, and you reach a certain grim 
calmness; you cease to beat your head against 
the wall; you understand that it could not have 
been otherwise. Repining is not only vain and 
spiritually wasteful; it is an injustice to the 
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victims. “‘It is incredible!” cries Levinson, whe 
the ghetto refuses to accept the Mazur and Slop. 
im reports. But what is there incredible aboy, 
people refusing to believe the incredible? Tj; 
is the very essence of the situation. The Machi. 
avellian tactic, when applied by a genius of thy 
first order—and in evil Hitler cannot be ranke 
lower—is, at the present stage of our gener 
moral intelligence, irresistible. Nations and ip. 
dividuals are paralyzed by it; if and when they 
revolt it is still without insight. “We have bee 
fooled!” they cry, furiously, like Nevile Hep. 
derson. Of course they have been fooled; th 
Machiavellian technique is the supreme form of 
the con game. But that is not the crux of th 
matter. When the victims complain that it wa 
their good-nature, their kindliness, their trust. 
fulness, which blocked their perception, they 
are, as in every con game, only half right, andj 
this half-rightness is linked with the essential 
corruption which marks our present condition, 
The corruption expresses itself in the amor 
evaluation of events, in political expediency, in 
the deferment of moral judgment to guessed-a 
practical consequences in the near or remot 
future. An act is no longer intrinsic. 


One tremendous truth issues from this setting: 
you must fight with uncalculating, instinctive 
and implacable rage against the first infringe. 
ment of the moral law. You must do it as if it 
were the /ast and intolerable infringement. And 
you must do this not as a matter of strategy, 
in shrewdness and foresight, for that is already 
an adulteration which approximates you to the 
attacker. You must not do it because this firs 
injustice has hurt you: the first Machiavellian 
infringement is designed to be painless, except 
to a few. You must do it because you will not 
tolerate evil, because the first manifestation of 
it affronts the hope of mankind and the purpos 
of the Creator. 

How can we expect human beings in the mas, 
and even individuals except in inspired instances, 
to act thus? Were they at that stage, the whol 
dialectic process of history would be at an end, 
and humanity would have arrived at the mets 
historical condition foretold by the prophets: 
“I will pour out My spirit on all flesh. . . .” Yet 
we must understand that this is the only possibk 
direction for us, every other road leading back 
into the labyrinth. 


The Machiavellian technique is the perfectly 
natural concommittant of our moral defective 
ness, which actually begs for Machiavellianism, 
or, indeed, exhales it. We are not thieves, Wt 
are the fences who conjure thieves up. We att 
not bullies, we are the audience needed by somt 
bullies, or we are the rancorously unresisten! 
victims needed by other bullies; and often we att 
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both. Our pacifism is not a loving saintliness, 
which might disappoint the lust of the power- 
seeker; it is prudence and cowardice, which fill 
him with joy. We are not insulters; we are 
only the people who “bite” at an insult, pro- 
viding the insulter with reward and incentive. 
We are not liars, we are worldly, broadminded, 
tolerant, fundamentally honest people, who feel 
that a certain amount of propaganda, rearrange- 
ment of facts, soft-pedalling of ugly realities, 
latitude for the exigencies of ‘public relations,” 
are unavoidable, are essential to the smooth run- 
ning of things. And we call it realism, a sense 
of humor, a feeling for proportion. 

The condition is universal; and why should 


we have expected the Jews of the Warsaw ghetto . 


to have acted differently from England, Amer- 
ica, France,—nations with vast political experi- 
ence? Will it be pleaded that those nations had 
groups friendly to the social philosophy of 
Nazism? So had the Jews. Those nations were 
divided on many issues? So were the Jews. The 
heart sinks with every review of the record in 
Warsaw: until the last—even during the strate- 
gic alliance for the uprising—the divisions dom- 
inated: Bund, Communists, Left Poale-Zion, 
Hashomer, Dror, Akiba, Mizrachi, General Zion- 
ists, Orthodox. . . . And all are “guilty.” Not 
that political and religious parties, even a multi- 
plicity of them, are negative things at any time. 
But it is seen finally that all the parties (are they 
not made up of individuals?) are steeped in ex- 
pedience, strategy and the political evaluation of 
events. Had they differed only with regard to 
pedagogic method toward the universal moral 
purpose (should not politics be the school for 
the moral liberation of social forms?) they 
would have united at once. But they did not 
understand at once, and never understood whol- 
ly, because they were what they were. The cir- 
cle cannot be broken. 

Incorruptible honesty and not strategy is the 
answer to Machiavellianism. It is folly, as well 
as wickedness, to seek to outwit the devil on his 
own ground: it is just the sort of challenge he 
is looking for. 


VI 


THE FOREGOING SECTION is a necessary exten- 

sion of my subject, not part of it. The general 
lesson of the meaning of Machiavellianism is 
contained also in the Jewish episode in Hitler 
history, with only minor variations. There is no 
reason why, in these terms, the Jews should be 
singled out for special study, or why their story 
should “establish itself?—that is, become a 
special section of the folklore, part of the mini- 
mum area of Jewish cultural being. 

But when we begin to consider the relation of 
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the story to the Jewish people, we shall discover 
those exacting, extraneous criteria by which Mr. 
Hersey’s book must ultimately be judged. For 
its value is as an incident; the extent to which 
it helps the story to establish itself in the above 
sense is the measure of its seriousness. Likewise, 
we must bear in mind the various levels. 
Something was taking place in the Warsaw 
ghetto, in the Yiddish-speaking Jewry of Europe 
generally, which was visible to certain Jews at 
the end, and which should have been visible to 
Levinson, the archivist-historian. A civilization 
was being razed. The Yiddish form of Jewish- 
ness, a particular and irreplaceable expression of 
eternal Jewishness, was a creation sui generis. In 
a forthcoming little book, The Earth is the 
Lord’s, Professor Abraham J. Heshel says that 
at its highest, the Yiddish episode “was the gold- 
den period in Jewish history, in the history of 
the Jewish soul.” I cannot judge. I can only 
say that here was a world which achieved one 
of the most fascinating syntheses in human ex- 
perience. Rooted spiritually in the old faith 
and philosophy which we know as Judaism, it 
had found new and subtle expression for its 
values in media acquired locally: in the Yiddish 
language, in Polish dress, in Ukrainian melodies. 
Essential Judaism was not diluted or deflected 
thereby; it was enriched, it was confirmed in its 
direction. From the Yiddish Jewishness of Europe 
there sprang the Jewish life of America, of Pal- 
estine, of most of the western world (the Jewish- 
ness of earlier migrations westward, Sephardic 
and German, is now vanishing rapidly). An 
American Judaism, organically interwoven with 
this country, as European Judaism was with 
Europe, is yet to be born—and every great re- 
gional Jewry (Babylonian, Spanish, European) 
has needed centuries for its growth. We were 
still being nourished by European—chiefly Polish 
—Judaism when the source was cut off suddenly. 
Polish Jewry itself was but half of the Yiddish 
Jewishness which is our origin. Russian Jewry 
had already been cut off from world Jewry, and 
was dissolving under applied propagandistic and 
cultural pressure. But that remaining half was, 
in spite of large assimilating elements, authentic, 
energetic, full-blooded. A thousand years had 
gone into the creation of the Yiddish-speaking 
sub-civilization; long before the coming of Hit- 
ler, before the compulsory assimilation of Com- 
munism, it had been subjected to corroding 
forces. It had lost ground, rallied, and reasserted 
itself through Zionism. On the eve of its ex- 
tirpation it was still powerful and promising. 
We do not get from “The Wall” the over- 
whelming sensation of a civilization being de- 
stroyed. Perhaps no single book could convey 
that effect. We must bring to any book, per- 
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haps, antecedent knowledge, and such anteced- 
ent knowledge means—involvement. Now I 
have-spoken of the de-Judaization of the con- 
versation of Hersey’s Jews: it is symbol and sub- 
stance of un-involvement. This is not because 
the book had to be written in sound idiomatic 
English. Soma Morgenstern’s Son of the Lost 
Son, and In My Father’s Pastures are in sound, 
idiomatic English, and yet they give the feel of 
a deep and distinct civilization, that of Polish- 
Ukrainian-Galician Jewry. (And when Morgen- 
stern writes of nature in terms alien to Yiddish, 
he does not commit the error of attributing a 
Yiddish origin to the passage). I urge the reader 
to go carefully over at least two passages in the 
first of these books—The Son of the Lost Son—, 
and there are many similar passages in both 
books. One is the description of Velvel Mohil- 
ever at his morning prayers (pp. 8-10), the other 
the description of the El mole rach’mim at the 
opening of the Agudat Israel Congress (pp. 93- 
96). Mr. Hersey’s reverent and sympathetic 
“reportage” of, let us say, two of the most 
Jewishly Jewish characters, Reb Yechiel Mazur 
and Rabbi Goldflamm, does not get us inside 
them, and inside Jewishness, in Morgenstern’s 
manner. 

Yet there is no inaccuracy in the reportage. 
We get the material, and we must rework it 
for ourselves. The question is not, either, one of 
emotional insight. Some time ago I read in 
manuscript, and am now re-reading in book 
form, a Columbia doctorate thesis — Jewish 
Schools in Poland, 1919-39, by Miriam Eisen- 
stein. It is a factual technical study, objective, 
historical, statistical, There is no attempt at 
“appeal.” But out of the curricula and histories 
of the Cysho schools, the Tarbut, the Horev, 
the Wilno Seminary, out of the budgetary re- 
ports—the upkeep was provided by voluntary 
contributions—there issues into being a separate, 
three-dimensional world. Here too pre-knowl- 
edge is necessary, but only a little, and the mater- 
ial need not be reworked by the spirit. 

It is overwhelming to think that this power- 
ful, functioning organism, with its tradition, 
purpose, ingenuities, devotions, should simply 
have been wiped off the earth. But first one 
must feel the organism. Then one asks: Is it 
all gone? Has it no heirs? Is it merely one in a 
catalogue of issueless civilizations? 

Zalman Segalovitch, the poet, who survived 
the slaughter of Polish Jewry, went to Palestine, 
could not rest, came to America, and died here 
recently, cried out despairingly: 

This was no spectacle, to be seen 
and forgotten: 


It cost us something more than the 
price of a ticket. ... 
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It cost us nothing less than the 
folkhood of Jewry. 


His words are: die Yiddishe uhme. One might 
say, the Jewish people. The translation would 
be correct. The implication, however, goes deep. 
er. There is still a Jewish people, as Segalovitch 
knew. But this Jewish people had lost the source 
of its folkhood; or at least of its most recently 
created, most vital form of folkhood—the Yid. 
dish world, almost one might say its Yiddishkeit, 


It is perhaps not the direct business of the 
record to convey this annihilative effect: but it 
must make this effect possible by its recreation 
of the feel of an old civilization, unitary in its 
divisiveness, inheritor and transmitter. There are, 
in fact, a few hints here and here, and I shall 
refer to them. However, it is not a question of 
hints, but rather of the suffusion of the whole. 
I do not find this. And therefore it seems to me 
that a second bystander, as sensitive as Mr. Her- 
sey, and acquainted only with his record, will 
not know of the continuing role of the story 
in Jewish history. 


He will not know that in the national con- 
sciousness of a still vital people the destruction 
of European Jewry has entered upon its mean- 
ingful existence. He will not be susceptible to 
the weightiness of the event in still living terms, 
because he will think that only a group or com- 
munity was destroyed in Warsaw, in Europe, 
not a specific sub-civilization, heir and transmit- 
ter of a master-civilization, yet in some ways 
independent. The master-civilization is now 
struggling to rephrase itself without the folk 
support of European Jewry. The transmission 
from Europe has been arrested; American and 
Israeli Jewries and world Jewry generally must 
reorder their spiritual strategy. They must learn 
on their own account how to tap the earlier 
sources. 


They are learning; but the fate of European 
Jewry is sinking deep, deep into their spiritual 
make-up. It is coalescing with the vast trajec- 
tory of total Jewish history, past and to come, 
and assimilating toward its legend-symbols. 
There were about forty thousand Jews in the 
Warsaw ghetto when the revolt began; it was 
about forty days before the resistance was 
crushed and the last survivors fled in the night 
to join the partisans in the forests. The figures 
are now folklore. No doubt there will arise 
intelligent historians who will point out that 
this mystical number is pure legend-pattern: 
the forty days of Noah’s flood, the forty days 
of Moses on Sinai, the three time forty years of 
Moses, the three times forty years of Rabbi 


Akiba. ... 
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THE HINTS whch the Hersey narrative contains 

of a civilization and folk, something more 
than a group or community, consist of descrip- 
tions of ceremonials and transcriptions of pray- 
ers, But the descriptions and transcriptions do 
not fuse with each other, and a background. 
There is something about them, too, of a sym- 
pathetic anthropologist’s report; and it would 
be wrong to ask for more under the circum- 
stances. Yet at one point Mr. Hersey does, in 
a remarkable way, achieve the fusion. The cere- 
monial, in this instance, is not formally religious. 
In the thick of the fighting, a few days before 
the end, a large group assembles underground 
to hear Levinson give a talk on—Peretz. Levin- 
son tells us, first: 

“What I wanted to evoke in my speech, if 
I possibly could, was a definition of Jewishness 
that was at once exact and yet broad enough 
to cover all ages, all loci, and all conditions of 
Jewry: a definition embracing Herod’s slaves 
and the great modern bankers of Paris and Lon- 
don, covering alike the rag-decked furrier’s 
needlewomen of our prewar Lodz and Warsaw 
slums and the ladies in the mink coats stepping 
from their limousines in pre-war Vienna and 
Rome, going from the meshummed who has 
explicitly forsaken the religion of his forefathers 
all the way to the Baal Shem Tov and the Great 
Maggid, taking in the fate-smeared fighters of 
the Warsaw ghetto and also the very rich and 
influential men, about whom we have heard, in 
America, reaching from the lowest pogrom in- 
sect to Spinoza and Disraeli and Mendelssohn 
and Einstein and Christ.” 

So it is a religious ceremonial after all; and 
Jewish not only because of its content, but be- 
cause the Jew must study his Jewishness always, 
under all circumstances. 


And here Hersey, by his description of the 
meeting, by the short essay on Peretz, by the 
translation of a few paragraphs, flashes a light 
into the interior of the structure. We are sud- 
denly aware of the larger lines and spaces. This 
is not a home; this is not an apartment house; 
it must be some immense, ancient and famous 
building. But, in an astounding way, this great- 
est success in the narrative is its greatest failure; 
and we are compelled to distribute the blame 
chiefly between Hersey and Levinson. By Levin- 
son I mean here the composite of the Jews whose 
depositions Hersey took, who instructed him 
in Jewish ways and meanings, and supplied him 
with the material on Peretz. They must be 
blamed because they could not instruct the sensi- 
tive bystander on the ultimate essential values, 
which I discuss below. Perhaps they lacked the 
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illumination themselves. Hersey must be blamed 
because he might have deduced these values for 
himself from the material his deponents gave 
him. He only had to ask the leading question, 
the obvious question, which he and they incred- 
ibly avoid. Peretz is least to blame because he, 
in his time, could not have asked the question; 
it would never have occurred to him. 

“Then what is Jewishness?” Levinson asks 
in his lecture. The narrative continues: 

“And then in the bunker’s twilight I gave 
Peretz’s answer: 

“Jewishness is that which makes the Jews, in 
eras of national independence, feel free and en- 
ables them to fashion institutions as embodi- 
ments of their national creative will. Jewishness 
is, in such times, joy, ecstacy, zestful living. 

“Jewishness is that which creates, in troubled 
eras, institutions for defence, for prevention of 
danger, for protecting itself and its members. 
Jewishness is, in such times, a call to battle and 
a challenge to heroism. 

“Jewishness is that which must, in times of 
dependence and weakness, retreat into its shell, 
conserve its resources, endure in silence, and 
wait for better days. Then Jewishness is hope 
and pain, Messianic dreams, and other-worldli- 
ness. Then it demands real sacrifice. 


“Tt was now almost dark in the bunker, and 
I went on: 

“Nomadic blood. A wandering clan in 
the desert. 

“Implanted in its blood—honesty and justice. 
Of these qualities does it fashion its God, a God 
who accompanies it on all its wanderings and 
is therefore not formed of wood or stone, a God 
who moves and lives. 

A sublime concept of the deity, a free and 
breath-taking concept of a boundless, limitless 
UMVETSE. . . « 

“We were in blackness. We seemed, indeed, 
to be in a universal place, not limited by a wall, 
not bounded by fear and stench. I think we all 
felt free. I hurried to the words which Peretz 
himself, writing decades before we were put in 
our ghetto, entitled Conclusion: 

“Now, I am not advocating that we shut 
ourselves up in a spiritual ghetto. On the con- 
trary, we should get out as Jews, with our own 
spiritual treasures. We should interchange, give 
and take, but not beg. 

“Ghetto is impotence. Cultural cross-fertili- 
zation is the only possibility for human develop- 
ment. Humanity must be the synthesis, the sum, 
the quintessence of all national cultural forms 
and philosophies.” 

The question is well enough chosen. Let us 
forget the slur on the ghetto—this was an obses- 
sion with Peretz: and in those days one fled 
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from the ghetto to Germany! The ghetto, by 
heaven, was not impotence; it was potency un- 
der terrible handicaps. The quotation as a whole 
comes well, however, after references, in the 
lecture, to Peretz’s Devotion unto Death, The 
Three Gifts, and The Transmigrations of a Mel- 
ody—all mystic Chassidic stories, notice, spring- 
ing from the ghetto, intelligible to the ghetto, 
meant for it. Let us reread the quotation and ask 
ourselves: “Is this, indeed, what embraces 
*‘Herod’s slaves and the great modern bankers 
of Paris and London... the rag-decked furrier’s 
needlewomen . . . the ladies in the mink coats 
. .. the meshummed ... the Baal Shem Toy, etc., 
etc?” Did they really all have some portion in 
this vision? They, and all assimilated and apos- 
tate Jews, all exploiting Jews, including pro- 
Fascist and pro-Nazi Jews, all Jewish power- 
seekers and anti-Semitic Jews? One cannot grasp 
it. With the best will in the world, with the 
widest latitude to poetic license, it is unac- 
ceptable. 

Yet there is something which does bind all 
Jews, as long as they are, for any reason at all, 
identifiable as Jews, if only by name, or by re- 
mote partial derivation. That something lies in 
the answer to the leading question which neither 
Levinson nor Hersey asks, and which Peretz 
could not ask because to him it was an incon- 
ceivable as well as unborn monstrosity. 

The question lies open before us in Hersey’s 
narrative: August, 1942, Levinson writes: “It 
appears now that the Germans intend to get rid 
of all of us . . . though our optimists . . . still 
maintain that part of the population will be 
spared.” 

Yes, it took even Levinson some time to absorb 
the reality. “All of us.” But he never asks, and 
Hersey never asks: “Why?” Some of us, most 
of us—that is, God help us, intelligible. Why 
“all of us?” And not in Bialystok, Wilno, War- 
saw only, but wherever we are; wherever the 
Nazis set conquering foot. And if not in Amer- 
ica or Australia, only because they did not set 
conquering foot there. “All of us” means all the 
Jews in the world, the pietists, the saints, the 
bankers, the needlewomen, the apostates, the 
good, the bad, and those who had never had a 
spark of the vision in them, to whom Peretz’s 
words were, and would always be, gibberish. 

What is the meaning of this seizure, this an- 
nihilative frenzy, planetary in range, yet so 
particularized in choice? This is not a recogniz- 
able historic phenomenon. It is not an incursion 
of barbarians wild for blood and loot; nor is it 
the total destruction of a people for its territori- 
al or other possessions. It is not blind hatred, 
either. It is a seeing, articulate and directed 
hatred. One might compare it with a fanatical, 
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homicidal crusade against a world-scattered sect: 
except that no one is given the chance to ab. 
jure the heresy; and large numbers of the sec. 
taries have already abjured it, or never shared it, 
never even heard of it. No mitigation is recog. 
nized, no possibility of redemption, conversion, 
partial salvation; no penitence and expiation in 
slavery. It is death for all, everywhere. 

To have been a Jew, to be identifiably descend. 
ed from Jews, is the unforgivable blasphemy, 
There is nothing in the human historic record 
to compare with the position which the Jew 
occupied in Nazidom. And if we refuse to 
recognize the implications, we simply do not 
understand what Nazism meant. 

That which binds all recognizable Jews, 
whether they will it or not, deserve it or not, is 
their inexpungeable symbolic character. They 
are the everlasting flesh and blood reminder, As 
long as Christendom chokes on Christian prin- 
ciples, as long as the civilized world desires war, 
and knows war to be wrong, it will nurture a 
deep, annihilative resentment of the supreme 
anti-war tradition which torments it, and of 
those who are personally connected in any way 
whatsoever with the accepted source of the tradi- 
tion—the Bible. And Jews who imagine that they 
can escape this resentment by disowning all con- 
nection with the tradition do not understand 
how inexorably the resentment will reject the 
disassociation—and perhaps find in it something 
additionally infuriating, if that is conceivable. 
They have no escape except in the salvation of 
the world. Their position will undergo the 
great change only if mankind wholly accepts 
or wholly forgets the anti-war tradition and its 
source; and in the second case the world will 
destroy itself. 

There is a third alternative: the world may 
destroy itself while still in the convulsive confu- 
sion between paganism and Christianity. Europ- 
ean Jewry was destroyed in an imperfect re- 
hearsal of the third alternative; and some day 
the meaning of the episode will be understood 
on this level, too. Those Jews who perished in 
the demonstration are—whatever the moral de- 
terioration they underwent in the demonstra- 
tion—k’doshim, martyrs; even if they were fe- 
luctant or apostate witnesses. When a just gov- 
ernment requisitions the property of citizens, 
it sets a fair price on it, to be paid whether or 
not the citizen agrees to the requisitioning, 
whether or not he recognizes its purpose. Cer- 
tainly those who try to swindle or evade aft 
punished; but the principle of compensation 
is not affected by the views of the citizens. In 
this episode lives were requisitioned by Jewish 
destiny, and the compensation is in principle the 
attribution of martyrdom. Zichronam l’vrachah. 
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by Michel Salomon 


SIT CAN’T SETTLE DOWN in my own country,” 

Hans M. confided to me. “It’s six months 
now that I’ve been trying to live here. The 
people aren’t overtly hostile, but they look at me 
as though I were a ghost.” 

‘Where did you live before?” 

“In Israel since 1936. I had an excellent posi- 
tion and I even got married there. But in the 
Orient I missed the environment of my youth, 
the intellectual climate of Germany, for which 
[ retained a violent nostalgia. Now I regret my 
whim. All my friends are dead and I can’t make 
any new ones. I never believed that Hitler could 
liave so debased the heart and soul of the Ger- 
mans. That was my disillusionment. I have 
asked the Israel office at Munich for permission 
to return to Palestine. I hope I get it.” 

Hans M. is 45 years old. He is a journalist 
connected with a socialist daily of Cologne. His 
case is not unique. I have run across these 
“prodigal sons” of the new Germany almost 
everywhere in the big cities. Many came from 
Israel, others from -England, from the United 
States, and some even from Shanghai. When the 
Allied troops penetrated the vast ruined ant-heap 
that was Germany in the last act of the Hitlerian 
tragedy, a few among the bitter, sullen host of 
the conquered dared to rejoice. These were the 
5000 Jews — the very aged or “partial” Jews — 
whom Hitler had temporarily spared. Among 
the ghostly survivors of the concentration camps 
were 9000 deported German Jews. Today the 
Jewish citizens of Adenauer’s ‘“Bundestadt” 
number about 20,000. About 6000 Jews, there- 
fore, have deliberately returned to Germany, 
taken up German nationality again, and in al- 
most all the sections of the Bonn republic form 
new Gemeinde founded on the dead remains of 
the flourishing communities of yesterday. 


The situaticn of these neo-German Jews is so 
ambiguous and equivocal that it is causing an 
increasing malaise on the part of both Jews and 
Germans. For world Jewry as a body, the 
Germans remain collectively guilty of the crimes 
of Nazism. The idea of “collective responsibili- 
ty” was the basic principle of Allied psychologi- 
cal warfare against Nazism. Not only the Ger- 
man Jews, but a good number of German 
émigrés, and others who have experienced Hit- 
lerism, admit this as a postulate. A few months 
ago the excellent journal Les Temps Modernes, 
published by Jean-Paul Sartre at Paris, put out 
a 500-page number on Germany. Some of the 


most representative of the young writers and 
journalists of postwar Germany gave their views, 
and almost all, with more or fewer reservations, 
admitted German collective guilt. Parlach, in 
a pathetic article entitled “Man is Invulnerable”’, 
wrote as follows: “There were those who be- 
lieved in victory; namely, the Nazis of all nu- 
ances, including those who stubbornly refused 
to enter the party. These represented 95%.” 
He concludes: “We should be put under politi- 
cal quarantine for a long time under supportable 
conditions of life, and it should be forbidden 
under pain of death to address to the masses 
political remarks tending to regroup them.” 

Individually the German Jews could of course 
continue to believe in German guilt, but it be- 
came naturally impossible for them to persist in 
this attitude as an organized body, for fear of 
rousing the latent anti-Semitism of the popula- 
tion. Such an attitude, furthermore, did not 
harmonize with the claim for equal rights or the 
demand for indemnity within the framework of 
“restitution to the German victims of nazism” 
rather than for reparations. 

When I arrived in Frankfort, German Jewry 
had resolved the impasse by purely and simply 
rejecting the concept of German “collective 
guilt”. An astonishing release, which the Ger- 
man press printed at once, whitewashed Germany 
of literally all its past crimes. Such was the 
finishing touch to the German-Jewish conflict. 
President Adenauer had offered “blood money”, 
according to the old German custom, 60 pfennig 
for each Jew killed; the ‘tex-dead”, reprieved 
from Nazism, recovered the full enjoyment of 
German citizenship. 


‘THE PURELY NEGATIVE attitude of world Jewry 

toward the “fact of Germany” will certainly 
have to be revised. Everyone who goes through 
West Germany today and sees its tremendous 
economic and spiritual reawakening, feels the 
necessity for this. But the individual initiative of 
German Jewry seems premature. 

“Recognition” of Germany by the Jewish 
people implies that Nazism has been extirpated. 
Is this so? I only wish to report on what I have 
seen and heard in Germany. My trip was con- 
fined to the large urban centers of the Western 
Republic. Whether in Hesse, in Westphalia, or 
in Bavaria, I found renascent Nazism every- 
where; either in its brutal form, aggressive and 
vengeful, or exhibited in dangerous tendencies 
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that seems to pay for the evil it has committed 
in Europe. 

Neo-Nazism is thus the form in which Ger- 
man recriminations spontaneously express them- 
glves. It is difficult to conceive, apparently, a 
nationalism not entailed more or less by the Nazi 
mortgage, since Nazism realized all the expressed 
and secret aspirations of pan-Germanism. The 
Social Democrats (SPD), under the influence of 
Kurt Schumacher, are making an attempt 
toward “nationalism without nazism”. The SPD 
has a vigorous antiracist attitude, however. Also, 
many Jews and half-Jews, including Fritz Heine, 
Secretary General of the Party, are in the execu- 
tive. But they are outbid by the demagogy of 
the neo-Nazi parties, which may cause the SPD 
to play a quite dangerous role. 


Ap responsisiLity for the resurgence of 

Nazism is no less great. Everyone knows that 
in 1945, at the apocalyptic downfall of the Third 
Reich, Nazism could have been rooted out for- 
ever by a firm and coordinated policy on the part 
of the Allies. Instead, a lenient system of “‘de- 
nazifaction”, varying from zone to zone, and 
the scandal of the trials in which the large 
financiers of Hitlerism were cleared, contributed 
to the rebirth of Nazism and discouraged Ger- 
man democrats. I shall only describe two recent 
examples to illustrate the failure of Allied 
“democratization” of Germany. The first con- 
cerns a certain Hedler, a deputy of the Deutsche 
Partei, which is to the right of Adenauer’s CDU. 
Herr Hedler gave a talk at Einfeld, in Holstein, 
last month, in which he said: “. .. We have had 
enough of seeing the work of National Socialism 
constantly slandered. Thus Hitler’s barbarism 
toward the Jews is often castigated. One can 
argue about the means he employed; perhaps he 
could have liquidated the Jewish question in some 
other way.” Attacked by the leftist press, Hed- 
ler’s speech was “ratified” by the national execu- 
tive of the Deutsche Partei. This party is au- 
thorized in the three western zones and is 
included under the heading of the “democratic 
parties”. 

In this fashion are the Allies — particularly 
the Americans — repaid for their liberalism. 
They have authorized a multitude of parties and 
groups, which, under cover of a coarse anti- 
Communism by which the Americans have been 
duped, have been able to revive Nazi ideology 
and spread it among the masses. Of the 402 
seats in the “Bundestag” or federal council, and 
reserving judgment on the 139 deputies of the 
major party, the CDU (Christian Democrats), 
of whom a part has, to say the least, an equivocal 
attitude, the neo-Nazi parties occupy 70 seats, 
under various titles (German Party, Bavarian 
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Opposition, German Right, etc.) The inhibiting 
presence of the occupying powers and the 
disenfranchisement of hundreds of thousands of 
Nazis, makes the parliamentary representation 
of these parties an inadequate index of their real 
strength. 

The second example of Allied abdication be. 
fore neo-Nazism is illustrated by the situation 
of the press, especially in Bavaria. A license from 
the occupying authorities, necessary until now 
for the publication of a journal, is no longer 
essential. This measure, about which the least 
one can say is that it is premature, was actually 
in effect and tolerated in the American Zone 
long before the promulgation of the decree. The 
result is that the licensed German press, whose 
editorial personnel is known to the authorities 
and thus offers some political guarantees, is being 
swamped by a flood of new sheets, of which 90% 
are Hitlerite. In Bavaria, where 25 licensed 
dailies have appeared up to now, 110 papers will 
appear shortly. The new publishers and editors 
do not conceal their hostility toward the pres 
“sold” to the Allies, which they are trying to 
strangle. Among the newcomers are several old 
guards of the National-Socialist press; all Min- 
derbelasteten (small Nazis) completely innocent. 
Among a hundred others, there are Max Willmy, 
co-editor of the Sturmer; (we can remember the 
noise occasioned some time ago by the news that 
“Willmy” was going to issue a paper; today he 
does edit a political weekly at Nuremburg) ; Dr. 
Best, ex-Editor-in-chief of the well-known 
Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, the “serious” 
journal of Nazism; Andreas Feldle, Walter 
Janicke, etc. The licensed German papers, which 
are for the most part in difficult financial straits, 
are being attacked by lawsuits, and their plants 
and machines are being claimed by the old Nazi 
proprietors, who are grouped in a powerful 
“League of Editors of Bavaria”. It would be 
unjust not to mention that the Allied authorities 
have begun to react ... but a little late. Ina 
struggle of influence in which the stake is Ger- 
man public opinion, too noisy intervention by 
the Allies risks defeating its own object. 

The “German question” thus poses itself in all 
its brutality and demands the attention of all 
men who have suffered from Nazism and who 
have struggled to annihilate it — especially the 
Jews. What should be the attitude of Judaism, 
of its constituted authorities — the State of 
Israel on the one hand and its international bodies 
on the other — toward this nest of intrigue 
and contradictions which is Germany today. 
It is no longer enough to practice a policy of 
pure and complete abstention. Even very re- 
cently, when the trizonal administration con- 
templated some structural reforms, the Israel 





ApRIL, | 


represen 
ened to 
in direc 
this alto 
exigenci 
the one 
millions 
of a pol 
million 
Anot! 
“reconsi 
Jewry. 
evolutio 
Israel p 
intransi; 
Purel 
consider 
Israel, ¥ 
German 
No pe 
being, 
where 1 
exampl 
hatred | 
jective 
forging 
guaran’ 
that Is: 
million 
rending 
ghetto. 


== 





Bes 


i 
es 


eRe 


a - 
& 
- 
Py 
JAY 


who 

the 
ism, 
of 
dies 
ues 
day. 
r of 


on- 
rae! 


apart, 1950 


representation Zo the Allied authorities threat- 
wed to discontinue its services, if it was put 
in direct contact with the Bonn republic. Is 
this altogether wise or even useful? Cannot two 
aigencies be satisfied at the same time — on 
the one hand respect for the memory of our 
millions of victims and on the other the necessity 
of a policy of actuality in a large country of 70 
million population? 

Another argument militates in favor of a 
“econsideration” of the German problem by 
Jewry. The Allied nations have undergone an 
wolution in their policy toward Germany. 
jsrael perhaps risks finding itself isolated in its 
intransigence. 

Purely economic necessities may impose “re- 
consideration” of the German question upon 
Israel, without implying that we have forgiven 
Germany its destruction of European Jewry. 
No personal tie is possible, for the time 
being, at least, between the Jews and Germany, 
where the despoiling of Jewish cemeteries, for 
example, demonstrates that the old anti-Semitic 
hatred is not dead. Nations, however, obey ob- 
jective factors and not sentiments. It is by 
forging its economic and political future, the 
guarantee for the security of Jews everywhere, 
that Israel will sanctify the memory of our six 
million martyrs; not by perpetuating the heart- 
rending, sublime, but ineffective “why?” of the 
ghetto. 
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After the British Elections 


by Herbert Howarth 


London, March 1, 1950 


T= BRITISH ELECTION was a triumph for the 
Public Opinion polls. It ran true to the fore- 
casts of several big newspapers, which, through 
the aid of Public Opinion organizations, showed 
the country evenly divided between conserva- 
tism and socialism. In the last American Presi- 
dential election, it will be recalled, affairs worked 
out differently. There the results of the voting 
reversed the indications of straw votes. I have 
often thought since then that what happened in 
America did not expose the defects of scientific 
forecasting, but rather demonstrated the dy- 
namic potentialities of the method, which lie in 
revealing to a people the way it is going and 
thus, by giving a realistic peep into the future, 
offer it an opportviaity to change course. The 
American nation chose to change course rather 
than go on to elect a Republican President. 


The British people had a preview of a political 
stalemate. The consequence this time was that 
more folk than might have voted went to the 
polling-booths in an attempt to swing the bal- 
ance, but still their choices were equally divided. 
The stalemate has come. 


But actually in a Parliament there can never 
be a condition of absolute stalemate. Even one 
vote constitutes a preponderance. The London 
County Council elections of last year directly 
foreshadowed the General Elections by produc- 
ing a House in which Conservatives and Socialists 
had an equal number of seats and a solitary 
Liberal held the casting-vote; yet helped by the 
vicissitudes of illness and absence, this House 
did its work till the Socialists improved their 
position by winning a bye-election. In the new 
British Parliament the Socialists lead by only a 
handful of seats, but this is a lead over all the 
other parties combined. Such a Government can 
win debates, carry bills, and do all its business. 
It would be a very odd chance if illness knocked 
out only the Socialists and none of the Opposi- 
tion for a crucial debate; and if that happened 
the Government would be justified in disregard- 
ing it. 

The same thing would have been true if the 
Conservatives had obtained a bare majority. For 
better or worse, it is the root conception of 
democracy that a lead of one or two places con- 
fers no less right to govern than a hundredfold 


lead. 


What was perhaps unexpected about the 
results of the election was that the narrow mar. 
gin came out in favor of the Labor Government 
instead of the Tories. Although the Conserya. 
tives had failed to snatch a single Labor seat in 
the occasional bye-elections prior to this year, 
the votes polled for them had been creeping up, 
The election pendulum, many observers thought, 
might easily make its familiar swing from the 
previous government and give them an oppor- 
tunity to show what they had learned in fie 
years. In fact the Conservatives could claim to 
have learned a great deal. One of their periodic 
revaluations of doctrine had been going on in 
their camp. They had been trying to catch up 
with the times, realizing, by an act of inner 
growth, that more is demanded of a government 
by the people than a foreign policy. They had 
issued a manifesto of a lively character. It was 
a question, of course, whether the old guard 
of conservative ministers would honor their 
modern doctrine if once the power came back 
to their hands. Yet the younger Conservatives 
had become honestly liberal in their conserva- 
tism! 
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But even if the Conservatives had not given 
hemselves this rubbing up, the result of the 
lection would probably have been the same. The 
sectors who voted for them were not specifically 
tracted by any details of their policy as 
jscribed in the manifesto. Only a small pro- 
portion could have told you, if questioned, what 
yas in the manifesto. If they voted Tory it was 
wexpress their feelings on the fundamental issue 
of the election. What was that issue? Nothing 
that touched on foreign policy. In the old House 
of Commons there was little difference between 
the parties on foreign policy, and the problem 
yas quite outside the election. The crux of the 
dection was: shall Britain continue with the 
yartime and postwar policy of a Government- 
controlled economy, or shall all the controls be 
lifted and the economy of the country be left 
to find a new equilibrium amid the tensions of 
free competition. 


Just because this was the main issue, the Con- 
ervatives might have been expected to get, how- 
eer narrowly, the better of the election clash. 
It would be idle, even for a person who believes 
that the present controls serve a vital purpose, 
to pretend that we are not dead tired of re- 
straints or flogged by taxes. Many of us feel 
that we have taken nearly as much as a nation 
can stand without losing its will to prosper. This 
widespread and inevitable feeling, coupled with 
the natural human desire to give alternative pro- 
cedures a trial, could very well have made all 
the difference at the polls and sent the Conserva- 
tives to Westminster with just sufficient extra 
= to experiment in a gradual release of the 
rakes, 


In fact — and it deserves careful assessment 
by all who are watching and weighing-up post- 
war Britain and her survival capacity — a 
majority of people voluntarily chose to continue 
with a dour way of life. The experiment of 
summer, 1949, when controls were lifted from 


sweets, had perhaps suggested to them that, as 


long as certain shortages go on, economic free- 
dom can be more tiring, irritating, and destruc- 
tive of energy than the severest of restrictive 


_ |} tegulations. Some Conservative speakers sug- 


gested that the sweets experiment had been a 
tacket and a fake, promoted for the very pur- 
pose of illustrating the desirability of control; 
but the public did not, as a whole, think much 
of this charge; they judged the case on its merits, 
and decided to let austerity have another term. 
It is open to anyone, here or overseas, to say 
that this was a mistake, but there will be general 
agreement that it was an unusual and striking 
display of self-discipline. When the 1945 elec- 
tion returned a Labor Government to power, 
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the New Statesman, if I remember rightly, found 
that an index of “the political maturity of the 
electorate”. Whether this compliment was justi- 
fiable was not so clear then, but it might, for 
the reasons stated above, be justifiably repeated 
on the occasion of the 1950 election. 


"THERE ARE TIMES when one wonders what place 

sense and calculation really take in an election. 
Consider, for instance, the fact that, broadly 
speaking, the rural areas of Britain recovered 
seats for the Conservatives and enabled them to 
catch up a good deal of lost ground. If any 
class had obtained direct benefits from Labor’s 
subsidy program, it was the farmers; and the 
farmers might have met more strenuous times 
if the Conservatives had formed the Cabinet and 
cut the agricultural subsidies. Still, 138 English 
rural areas chose Conservative members against 
the 68 which chose Labor. A current and no 
doubt utterly apocryphal story reflecting this 
situation tells how a Conservative agent went 
fund-raising at an Agricultural show and was 
soon able to thank an old farmer for a big dona- 
tion: “Thank you! Thank you! Now — what 
is your name? I don’t think we’ve seen you 
before.” ‘“‘No,” says the farmer, “I never had 
any money before Labor got in.” 


In some of the rural areas, then, a wave of 
mere sentiment, not overwhelmingly powerful 
but not negligible, seems to have had some effects. 
But on the other hand, a most significant proof 
of disregard of sentiment was the eclipse of the 
Liberal party. The Liberals worked hard for this 
election. They had large numbers of devoted 
and tireless helpers. Their sturdy appearance on 
the political scene after the scant attention paid 
them by the electors in 1945 won a good measure 
of respect. In the streets and at private gather- 
ings people could be heard wishing them well. 
Some of my Israeli friends in London who over- 
heard these comments construed them as mean- 
ing that there would be a big Liberal comeback 
this time. But I used to reply that they mustn’t 
misunderstand British talk: sympathy or senti- 
ment was one thing, but the realities of polling 
would be another. So it proved. The return of 
a mere 9 Liberal candidates, the forfeiture of 
their deposits in many places with severe losses 
to their underwriters, the failure of a hardwork- 
ing machine — all this spells the drastic annihila- 
tion of a time-honored party. 


This does not necessarily mean that there is 
no room in England for a center party. Some 
people might even say that a center party exists 
in England, being the major section of the Labor 
party, which also contains the minor left party 
within itself. But whatever the validity of this 
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latter imputation, the fact is certain that th 
Liberals have no message, no program, cor. 
responding clearly with the needs and conyj. 
tions of any large proportion of the electorat. 

It is felt that many Liberals realize this, anj 
will not again attempt to stage a Masada, or tha 
even if there are sufficient volunteers to fight 
the next election no one will risk money 
enabling them to. 

On this assumption, that the Liberal party wil] 
drop out of the next election, rests the case of 
those who urge that it would be best if th 
Government were not to cling to office long, but 
that it should let the country make a second 
choice and return a stronger government. |f 
the Liberals could fight again, there would prob- 
ably be no advantage in having an early election, 
The precedent of the two 1910 elections seems 
to show that the electorate is stable-minded and 
that after 11 months the country is capable of 
returning a House divided in the same equal pro- 
portions if they have to choose again between 
the same candidates. But if the Liberals do not 
offer themselves for re-election, there will be two 
and a half million votes to be redistributed in; 
total ballot of twenty-eight million, and these, 
say the exponents of a fresh appeal to the nation, 
might make all the difference between a strong 
or a weak government, no matter what its com- 
plexion. 

Actually, it is not a foregone conclusion that 
the redistribution of the Liberal votes would 
alter the present balance of the major parties 
Although the Conservatives often try to claim 
the allegiance of old Liberals, the fact is that 
many Liberals of rightwing inclinations long 
ago gave their support to that side of the Hous 
under the “National Liberal” banner. Of the 
two and a half millions remaining it might wel 
be that little less than half would prefer to poll 
Labor, still responding to the “progressive” im- 
pulses that are a heritage of nineteenth-century 
Liberalism. 


This consideration is undoubtedly present tv 
the minds of the Party managements. The Con- 
servatives are bound to urge, publicly, another 
election this year, but behind the scenes they may 
decide that even supposing their popularity con- 
tinues to increase, another election cannot giv 
them a handsome majority for some time. So 
they may prefer to enjoy the advantages of 
Opposition for another two years and hope that 
by the end of that period the election pendulum 
will have well and truly swung in their favor. 
The Labor party, reviewing the same possibili- 
ties, is likely to remain in office as long as possible, 
trusting that a cautious pursuance of its pro 
gram may lead to certain indelible improvements 
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in the national life and thus furnish the best 
of all long-term propaganda for its policy. 
Should there be, in consequence of deaths or 
other departures, any large number of bye- 
elections in the coming year, and should the 
Conservatives win these from Labor, then Mr. 
Attlee will have to accept this as a sign of the 
country’s claim for a new Government; but 
short of it he will feel justified in going steadily 
ahead. He knows that on foreign policy Mr. 
Churchill and Mr. Eden will probably back him 
as solidly as they have done for five years, so he 
has no need to pay regard to the critics who 
erroneously bewail the effects of an evenly 
divided Government on Britain’s work among 
the nations. 

Only, at home the Labor Party itself may ulti- 
mately suffer from the present situation. Mr. 
Attlee has announced his new Cabinet, and it 
differs in no fundamental particular from the 
over-age Cabinet that preceded it. It will be 
remembered what disappointments the constitu- 
tion of the Cabinet caused in 1945. Today cau- 
tion is likely to be more than ever the Labor 
Party’s watchword. None of the keenest of the 
backbenchers has been called into the Ministries, 
except Mr. Stokes of Ipswich, who is a character 
very different from the Crossman-Mikardo type 
of backbencher. The cleavage between the two 
main sections of the Labor Party may be accen- 
tuated by the stresses of a go-slow Parliament, 
and stormy private meetings of the Parliamen- 
tary Labor Party may possibly become frequent 
features of the months further ahead. 

Nevertheless, even with these worries before 
him, Mr. Attlee will probably judge that he has 
no other acceptable course, and will follow it 
with quiet persistence. This cannot by its nature 
be a Long Parliament, but, unless the trends 
change sharply, it is likely to be much less short 
than the experts are saying. Two years may be 
a fair prediction. 


READERS OF JEWISH FRONTIER may, finally, like 

a note on how Jewish candidates fared in 
the election, and also what happened to men 
whose names were prominent two or three years 
ago with regard to the politics first of Palestine 
and then of Israel. 

There were more than 60 Jewish candidates 
offering themselves for election. Half of them 
were fighting as Labor candidates. A quarter 
came forward as Liberals. Seven were Conserva- 
tives, seven were Communists, and two were 
Independents. It was an even spread of allegi- 
ances, which probably reflects with fair exacti- 
tude the diversity of Jewish life in this country. 

The electorate’s rejection of Liberalism, and 
its complete expunging of the Communists, re- 
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sulted in failure for the Jewish candidates who 
had so attached themselves. Those who had 
entered as Labor men fared best, and notable 
Parliamentary figures like Sidney Silverman, 
Lyall Wilkes, Barnett Janner, Maurice Edelman, 
and Ian Mikardo are among those who have 
taken their place in the new Parliament. From 
some of these latter much liveliness may be anti- 
cipated in the coming sessions. 


Also in Westminster again will be some of the 
non-Jewish politicians who came strongly to 
the fore when the Palestine problem was most 
acute — such personalities as R. H. S. Crossman 
and Michael Foot. Together with them should 
be named Woodrow Wyatt, whose main interest 
was in the independence of India, but who also 
took an increasing part in debates on the Zion- 
ist issue. 


By contrast, Mr. Creech-Jones has been re- 
fused by the electors. His handling of the last 
stages of the Palestine Mandate was not the only 
unsatisfactory feature of his tenure as Colonial 
Secretary, which in fact finished with the eco- 
nomic crisis in Honduras. The great promise of 
his earlier career as a Fabian student of Colonial 
affairs had not been translated into practice, and 
the electorate expressed disappointment in the 
customary way. 


Major Farran offered himself as Conservative 
candidate to the electors of Dudley in Worcester- 
shire, and secured a quarter of the available votes, 
but not enough to put up a serious challenge 
against the Labor holder of the seat, Mr. Wigg, 
who was returned by a 10,000 lead over Major 
Farran. 
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JEWIsH FRONTIER 


Israel and the United Nations 


by Shimshon Arad 


JsRAEL JOINED THE UNITED NATIONS at a 

moment of subsiding hopes and increasing 
tensions in the international community. Before 
her admission to the United Nations, Israel 
sought to be recognized as an equal member of 
the World Organization primarily because of 
compelling political and security considerations. 
The overriding argument was that international 
recognition would promote and consolidate Is- 
rael’s position in the political macrocosm, and in 
her military microcosm. This does not mean that 
Israel had no other motivations. It is sometimes 
astonishing to observe how seriously—and for 
that reason perhaps naively—the United Nations 
is regarded in Israel. In spite of the deep disillu- 
sionment that followed the failure of the Secur- 
ity Council to fulfil its obligations to suppress 
aggression in Palestine after the November 29th 
Resolution, a firm belief in the ideals and vitality 
of the United Nations continues in Israel. 


This genuine faith in the purposes of the 
United Nations has on many occasions caused 
a misunderstanding of Israel’s foreign policy. 
One sometimes hears vague terms such as “orien- 
tation on the United Nations” or “neutrality,” 
and although these terms are contradictory, they 
are, nonetheless, uttered in one breath. (The 
conception of “orientation on the United Na- 
tions” has commonly implied active political 
support for the ideals and purposes of the Char- 
ter and the strengthening of the world organiza- 
tion per se, in spite of and above the conflict of 
powers within the United Nations. The pro- 
ponents of this idea have had the notion that the 
United Nations is an independent factor in 
world politics and should be encouraged in its 
activities so that it might exercise a more deci- 
sive role in international relations.) Neither of 
these two slogans has ever been promulgated by 
authoritative representatives of the Government 
of Israel. The Foreign Minister took great pains 
to dispell these misconceptions; in the course 
of the recent Foreign Affairs debate in the Knes- 
set, Mr. Sharett declared explicitly that at no 
time had he stated that Israel’s policy was based 
on “neutrality” or on “orientation on the United 
Nations.” 

The policy of Israel’s delegation to the United 
Nations has been to weigh each issue on its own 
merits. Two guiding principles have played a 
decisive role in crystalizing this attitude. The 
first of these principles has been to try to refrain 
from identification with the position of either 


adversary in the cold war. The second principle 
has been to support those moves and functions 
which are in conformity with the purposes and 
ideals of the United Nations. 

Well-defined principles and laboratory-pre- 
pared formulas may serve as a blue-print, but 
they can never be a substitute for statemanship 
in concrete situations. Though the general prin- 
ciples were eloquently articulated time and 
again, they had to be constantly tested in the 
light of reality in the Assembly, and in each 
issue new calculations had to be made. It is the 
purpose of this article to analyze Israel’s partici- 
pation in the discussions of international prob- 
lems, and to examine to what extent the record 
of Israel’s delegation in the last General Assembly 
has been in conformity with its enunciated 
principles. 


WHEREAS IN THE REALM of East-West disputes 

the conferences of the United Nations have 
become a scene of a political warfare “thought- 
fully calculated to create and maintain bad re- 
lations,” as recently characterized by a veteran 
English diplomat, in matters where the UN has 
had an authority, though solely to legislate and 
not to implement, these conferences have marked 
a new phase in international relations. Perhaps 
the discussion on Korea or on the Soviet propo- 
sal to condemn “war mongers” was initiated 
with no hope of ever resolving anything, but 
the problem of Palestine in 1947, and the prob- 
lem of the disposal of the former Italian colonies 
in 1949, showed that in some cases the commu- 
nity of nations can achieve far more than secret 
diplomatic negotiations. 

This distinction was evident in the statements 
and votes of Israel’s delegation. While in the 
discussion on Greece or Korea, Israel refrained 
from identifying herself with either of the part- 
ies concerned and stressed the vital importance 
of conciliation and negotiation as the most effec- 
tive means of alleviating the current conflict, 
in the problem of the future disposal of the form- 
er Italian colonies, as in other questions, Israel 
consistently advocated the course which promo- 
ted U.N. ideals. 

Of the variety of issues discussed at the last 
General Assembly, it is enough to elaborate on 
two or three of them to secure a clear view. Let 
us first take the proposal submitted by the Soviet 
Union condemning the United States and the 
United Kingdom for their alleged preparations 
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for a new war and calling on the Big Five to 
sign a peace pact. The discussion was intensive 
and provocative, and no self-respecting nation 
could escape clarifying its position on this issue 
of war and peace. As the debate opened, the 
United States and the United Kingdom submit- 
ted their own draft resolution calling it the “Es- 
gntials of Peace.” Whereas the Soviet proposal 
assailed member states and its avowed objective 
was to exasperate rather than to reconcile, the 
U.S.-U.K. draft was cautious and restrained, re- 
affirming the principles of the Charter and call- 
ing on all members to comply with their inter- 
national obligations. 

A “neutral” state could have done no more 
than abstain on both resolutions. But Israel’s at- 
titude was far from merely passive. In fact, Is- 
rael’s contribution in this discussion was widely 
commented upon, and both Mr. Vishinsky and 
Mr. McNeil saw fit to refer to it in their final 
addresses in the Political Committee. In the gen- 
eral debate at the beginning of the session, the 
Delegate of Israel, Mr. Aubrey S. Eban, summar- 
ized the problem confronting the Assembly in 
the following terms: “The central issue is the 
co-existence of different ways of life in common 
allegiance to a single international code.” In his 
statement before the Political Committee on 
November 23, 1949, Mr. Eban reiterated the 
same argument when he said: ““The object of this 
Organization (ie. the U.N.) is to harmonize 
the divergent outlooks of the two worlds, not to 
criticize them, or to assess their respective val- 
idity. It is obvious that the maintenance of 
peace would be easier if there were ideological 
unity in the world, instead of a profound con- 
flict in social and political thought. Yet it is of 
little profit to entertain that dream, or to make 
the chance of peace depend upon its realization.” 

If peace is to be achieved, there is no point 
in condemning the very powers with whom a 
peace treaty is to be concluded. The Delegation 
of Israel has opposed all such condemnations 
whenever they were attached to a draft resolu- 
ution, be it in the case of Greece, China or the 
proposal submitted by the Soviet Union. With 
respect to the issue of atomic control, to which 
both the Soviet and the joint draft resolutions 
drew attention, Israel felt that each of them ac- 
cepted the prohibition of atomic weapons. The 
Soviet resolution advocated “the establishment 
of appropriate strict international control.” The 
United States and the United Kingdom resolu- 
tion believed that such control could become 
effective only by the joint exercise of national 
sovereignty. Israel “thas no predilection in favor 
of one technique of effective control, or against 
another, but it must be obvious that the only 
effective proposals for atomic control are those 
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which can secure the agreement of the atomic 
powers.” (From Mr. Eban’s address on Novem- 
ber 23, 1949.) 

Subsequently, Israel joined 52 other states and 
voted affirmatively on the United States and the 
United Kingdom resolution calling on all mem- 
bers to settle their differences in the spirit of 
the Charter, though it abstained on the para- 
graph dealing with the control of atomic weap- 
ons. In the voting on the original Soviet draft 
resolution Israel abstained on the paragraphs 
dealing with atomic issues, but voted against the 
first paragraph which accused the United States 
and the United Kingdom of preparing a new 
war. 


A CONSPICUOUS MANIFESTATION of Israel’s in- 

dependent striving in the rough waters of 
international politics was Dr. Jacob Robinson’s 
statement on the Interim Committee, which at- 
tracted the attention of both proponents and op- 
ponents of the Interim Committee (often called 
the “Little Assembly.”) It may be recalled that 
the Interim Committee was established by the 
General Assembly in November 1947. From the 
very beginnning, the idea of establishing such 
a subsidiary body to the General Assembly was 
vehemently opposed by the Soviet bloc on the 
grounds that it would constitute an wltravires 
body vis-a-vis the Security Council. The repre- 
sentatives of the Soviet bloc have not participa- 
ted in the work of the Interim Committee and 
have questioned its legality both in the Third 
Regular Session in Paris and in the Fourth Regu- 
lar Session in New York. 

The issue before the latter Assembly in New 
York was a proposal to constitute the Interim 
Committee as a permanent subsidiary organ. 
Here was an issue on which East and West were 
diametrically opposed and, at least psychologi- 
cally, reflecting the clear-cut clash of the two 
worlds. A “neutral” state would merely keep 
quiet in such a controversy. But, as already 
stated, membership in the United Nations and 
neutrality are far from being compatible. They 
are two opposed concepts in international rela- 
tions, at least from a legal point of view. Now, 
what has been Israel’s attitude on this problem? 

The Delegation of Israel studied the question 
of the future of the Interim Committee in a 
desire to make the best contribution to the 
strengthening of the United Nations. “As a re- 
sult,” said Dr. Robinson, “we question the de- 
sirability of the Committee’s continuation.” The 
Israel Delegation has not accepted the Soviet 
argument that the Interim Committee is illegal 
or unconstitutional. “The fears that the Interim 
Committee might encroach upon the jurisdic- 
tion of the Security Council, compete with it, 
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or even usurp its place and function did not 
materialize.” But what has happened to the hopes 
entertained for the Interim Committee? Four 
main expectations were cited by Dr. Robinson: 


(1) That the Interim Committee would 
greatly relieve the work of the Gener- 
al Assembly ; 

That the Interim Committee would do 
preparatory work for the General As- 
sembly; 

That it would serve as a whip for the 
Security Council, should the latter fail 
to meet its responsibilities; 

That it would provide an opportunity 
for “continuous contacts between the 
diplomats of many countries, constant- 
ly working together.” 


(2) 
(3) 


(4) 


Reviewing the experience of the Interim Com- 
mittee during its two experimental years, Israel’s 
Delegation came to the conclusion that it “did 
not vigorously justify its existence,” and that 
“it is not likely to win increasing confidence in 
the future.” 

The vote on the proposal to continue the Little 
Assembly indefinitely was overwhelmingly affir- 
mative, the only ones to oppose it were the 
states of the Soviet bloc while four other coun- 
tries abstained, one of which was Israel. 
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LET Us CONSIDER a third case, namely, that of 

the future disposal of the former Italian 
colonies. In this problem the General Assembly 
had a rare occasion to assume a complete leader. 
ship and authority in determining the fate of 
three territories in Africa. 


The General Assembly first took up this ques. 
tion in April 1949, but after numerous and con- 
flicting proposals had been reviewed, no decision 
was reached and the subject was postponed to 
the Fourth Regular Session. 


The defeat of the majority recommendations 
in the Spring Session of the Assembly was actu- 
ally caused by a single vote. All the paragraphs 
of the resolution were adopted by the required 
two-third majority, except the provision to 
place Tripolitania under Italian trusteeship. The 
vote on this paragraph was 33 in favor, 17 
against, and 8 abstentions. Israel was one of the 
eight to abstain. Had she joined the other 33 
states, the whole issue of the Italian colonies 
might have been disposed of in May 1949. But 
Israel joined her voice to those who criticised 
the majority plan on the grounds of its excessive 
attention to the aspirations of the interested 
powers and its inadequate regard for the cause 
of national independence. 


The brief period between the two sessions 
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rendered a useful contribution by moving the 
center of gravity from the concern with strate- 
gic relationships towards a general consensus in 
fyyor of swift independence. “‘Israel’s main de- 
ire,” declared Mr. Eban before the Political 
Committee, ‘‘is to see Libya, Eritrea and Somali- 
land pass as soon as possible under the rule of 
their own independent governments.” The goal 
of an independent Libya was shared by all. The 
debate centered, however, on the issue of the 
transitional period prior to the attainment of 
full independence. 

In supporting Libyan independence, Israel 
gave expression to a genuine desire to see all her 
neighbors achieve their complete emancipation. 
“Some of our colleagues,” said Mr. Eban, “have 
expressed their surprise to see Israel supporting 
the emergence of an eighth Arab State, after 
deriving such little enjoyment from relations 
with the seven already existing. This is because 
we regard the prospect of eventual harmony as 
immeasurably more important and significant 
than the reality of present discord.” 

The Delegation of Israel was not willing to 
support the Arab-Soviet proposals to establish 
Libyan independence in three months after the 
adoption of the resolution. There could be no 
doubt that such independence would rest com- 
pletely on outside influence. On the other hand, 
the sub-committee’s recommendation to grant 
Libyan independence not later than January 1, 


The 
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1952, seemed to Israel’s Delegation to be a feas- 
ible and just compromise. 


Here again, an independent and constructive 
course was pursued. Sweden, for instance, ab- 
stained on all the provisions of the draft resolu- 
tion with respect to Libya, Eritrea and Somili- 
land. The Swedish representative stated that as a 
neutral country during World War II, Sweden 
had no right to determine the future of the ter- 
ritories, formerly possessed by a defeated bellig- 
erent. 

Israel has never conceived her role as a member 
of the United Nations to be passive. Even the 
abstentions of the Israeli Delegation were in- 
tended to serve a constructive purpose. The 
paramount measuring rod has always been to 
consider the efficacy and the reputation of the 
World Organization. 

This is not an easy path to follow. Prudence 
is vital and, as always, extremely difficult in a 
world of storm. Naturally, expediency seeks 
to replace principles, while immediate gains 
tempt countries to desert long-range ideals. 
There should somewhere be a middle course, a 
policy which would reconcile the present and 

the future, national and international interests; 
the central issue should be “the co-existence of 
different ways of life in common allegiance to 
a single international code.” Such has been the 
steady purpose of the Israel Delegation. 


Not-Persecuted 


by Abel S. Herzberg 


F YOU SHOULD ASK ME, “What is the Jewish 

problem, what is anti-Semitism, where does 
it come from, where does it lead?”, I might 
deliver a lecture, and you would nod, and I 
would know that these are subjects for intellec- 
tuals, and that my answer to your question was 
infinitely remote from the vital sphere in which 
any problem originates. Warmth, sonority, and 
authenticity would be lacking. 

But when a man, who has lived through some 
of the reality in which the problem occurs, 
summons his memory and starts telling, all this 
changes somewhat. He must, for instance, have 
belonged to those who were put on a transport, 
he must have walked in a group of Jews wearing 
stars on their breasts, a few armed Germans 
walking alongside, and to complete the picture 
— a couple of dogs to guard them, and if he 
thinks back to that, something may possibly 
occur to him which resembles that which really 


happened. He walked on the highway, and not 
on the footpath. There, along the houses, the 
compassionate spectators were standing, silent, 
with the elbow of one arm in the hand of the 
other, a few fingers at the check. A mother with 
a child, his thumb in his mouth, and big, big 
eyes. A peasant with a bicycle, pushing his cap 
back on his head. A boy with a goat on a rope. 
A car that stops at the command of a curious 
driver, who engrossed in what he sees carelessly 
flicks the ash off his cigarette. In the transport 
someone says, ““They’re looking,” and another, 
“Let them look.” A third one mutters a word 
of consolation to his wife, ‘Better ones than we 
have gone.” And a mother scolds her child that 
cries and doesn’t want to come along, “Now if 
you’re not good you can never come with me 
to Westerbork anymore.” A lady among the 
marchers is just sniffing a little through her nose, 
for she remains a lady. Otherwise everything is 
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quiet. The rucksacks are heavy, and the blankets 
are coming apart. One man snarls, “I told you 
to take a longer rope,” and gets back, “In 
Poland we’ll have plenty of rope.” 


Then silence again, a silence of shuffling feet, 
and in the midst of that silence a voice that does 
‘not know how it got there, “What time is it?” 


A rambling voice answers as from far away, 
“Don’t you have any other worries?” 

That, or something like it, is the Jewish prob- 
lem on the highway. Magnified a thousand times 
and repeated a thousand times. Those who have 
been standing on the footpath, those of whom 
someone from the transport has said, “they’re 
looking,” go inside. They take the Jewish prob- 
lem with them in their thoughts . . . through 
the door, and not through the mirror. And then, 
when the enemy has gone, and war and occupa- 
tion are over, and a few lonely shuffling feet 
are shuffling back, and people who have walked 
in the transport meet people who saw them walk, 
they cannot understand that they do not under- 
stand each other. They both meant so well. 
They are no longer for each other what they used 
to be, for each has seen different things. They 
don’t like each other any more, or, in fancier 
words, anti-Semitism is increasing. 


Here you see — if I’m right — how things 
follow their own law. German propaganda has 
been abhorred and rejected, and consequently its 
influence is small, if not negative; but even where 
it is negative the persecution asserts itself. Its 
motivation is being derided, but its effect is 
considerable. 


Persecution! How extraordinary a social 
event it is, no matter whether it concerns the 
guilty or the innocent. In every persecution 
there are three parties involved: the persecuted, 
the persecutor, and the not-persecuted. And 
sometimes it seems as if the latter is the most 
important of the three. What does he say, what 
does his conscience tell him, how does he react? 
All persecutions happen not least because of him. 
To satisfy him or to appease him, to tempt him 
or to protect him. To frighten him or to keep 
him in check. It is always he who is really 
litit magister. 

How curious is the way he — the not-perse- 
cuted — reacts on the persecuted! How often 
do we not observe that when a man is seized, 
the population’s sympathy and goodwill accom- 
pany him. He must have hurt very particular 
feelings for the masses to turn against him. They 
do not like revenge, and do not resort to it 
quickly; they prefer to have pity. But when the 
same man leaves prison, he finds only contempt. 
The masses turn away, and not a trace of their 
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spontaneous sympathy is left, although it is pre. 
cisely now that our persecuted man needs it. 


I Do Nor KNow exactly how this inconsistency 

should be explained, yet it seems to me prob. 
able that it has nothing to do with the condem. 
ned man’s possible guilt, of which the massy 
become convinced after the punishment, in con. 
trast with their former attitude. Of cours, 
there exists a rational fear of a repetition of the 
deed, and with it an understandable caution with 
respect to the offender. But in the rejection 
there is also an intuitive element. And it is pre. 
cisely this element that increases in force, when- 
ever the persecution is not of a criminal, but of 
a political nature. It seems as if the objective 
fact of the suffering which the persecuted man 
experienced has a decisive influence. A certain 
sympathy exists for the man who faces a horribk 
experience, but as soon as the horror has begun, 
and even more after it has been endured, people 
turn away. It is as if that which happens toa 
man sticks to him, and if it departs from the 
normal, and is generally unfamiliar, it frightens 
people. Somehow the persecuted become taboo 
for the not-persecuted, by the mere fact of the 
persecution itself. It does not make much differ- 
ence whether the persecuted man is guilty or 
innocent; yes, it may even be that the innocently 
persecuted, because of the very abnormality, the 
particularly tragic in their fate, are, within a too 
intuitive atmosphere, more repulsive than the 
guilty ones. In respect to the Jews, at least, we 
see this happen very clearly. One would, look- 
ing at it superficially, expect that the small per- 
centage of Jews returning from the camps, or 
reappearing from their hideaways, would be 
gathered in with joy. For had not the great 
majority of Jews been led away among sincere 
feelings of sympathy, sometimes even mourning 
and tears? But what is the truth? 


The increase of anti-Semitism and of rejection 
after the liberation is directly proportional to the 
decrease in the number of Jews. And — in all 
objectivity — the qualities of none of the par- 
ties involved are to blame, although many an 
underground guest created difficulties for his 
host, and although, on the other hand, many 2 
host tormented his guests and bled them white. 
The persecution itself has done its plain, mechan- 
ical work. There were the persecuted and the 
not-persecuted, and once upon a time they did 
not exist, at least not nearly to this extent. There 
was a different experience, a different fate. It 
was not the fact that the Jews suffered more 
than other groups which was of such significance 
for group relations, but that Jewish suffering 
was of a different nature, that it was a suffering 
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which was not experienced by a non-Jew, and a rule — the final disillusionment. That is why 
ghich could not be experienced by him; this is they are willing to give their lives for the 


indelible. Jewish State. 
I do not claim that this gives a conclusive Translated from the Dutch by 
aplanation of anti-Semitism or its increase. This ANNEKE REENS NEUFELD 





s only one facet of the problem. There are 
qumerous other facets, and other factors that 
lave to be taken into account in a satisfactory BEAVER HOUSE & WINDOW 
aplanation of anti-Semitism or its increase. This CLEANING Inc. 
in the contrast of persecuted — not-persecuted 
lies a compelling element of reality, entirely 
independent of our good will, and it sharpens i 
the reality of the Jewish tragedy. The persecu- 
tion has loosened no sympathies; on the contrary, 
though having been rejected on principle, it has 
intensified antipathy. No good intentions, no 
vamp of — —* mpisogacrionel i 
change this in the least. ey can control the 
antipathies for a longer or shorter period — they CORNISH KNIT GOODS 
cannot remove them. It may even be feared 
that, as these admonishments and appeals in- MFG. CORP. 
crease, the antipathies will deepen. 
Against the reality of this tragedy there is “ 
only one defense possible: a new reality, the 
reality of the Jewish State. Gradually, the Jews 
have come to know this well. Their experience 204 VARET STREET 
with the persecutor was bitter enough, but this Brooklyn, N. Y. 
was followed by the experience with the not- 
persecuted. It proved to be not always, but as 
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From the Israel Press 


The following discussions of urgent political problems have been taken from “Israel,” a Mapai publication. 


Revolution and Foreign 
Policy 


by Yechiel Halpern 


LL DURING THE FIRST part of 

January representatives of Ma- 
pam were busily engaged, in their 
press and in Knesset, in explaining 
how and why it came about that 
the USSR felt compelled to vote 
against Israel on the question of 
Jerusalem, what vital interests 
forced the Soviet government to 
go hand in hand with the Arab 
and Catholic countries and why 
one dared not assume for one mo- 
ment that the USSR, in acting 
thus, had deviated even by a hair’s 
breadth from the path of peace, 
progress, the defense of persecuted 
peoples, etc. In the course of the 
debate on this subject Mapam rep- 
resentatives urged a policy of loy- 
alty to friends and made ringing 
pronunciamentos about the duty to 
take into consideration the inter- 
ests of friends. In this style 
Mapam preached to the Jewish 
people, against whom “friends” 
from East and West had joined 


hands at Lake Success in a colorful 
united front of hostility. 


Our opponents throughout the 
world are anxious that the present 
relationship between Israel and the 
Arab lands should be prolonged as 
muchas possible. Though the fight- 
ing has ceased, no peace has been 
signed between Israel and the Arab 
countries, and this is as it should 
be according to the enemies of Is- 
rael. They reckon that this state 
of affairs will compel Israel to 
divert more effort and money for 
military purposes than would be 
spent normally — at a time when 
even “normal” expenditures re- 
quire unheard of effort. Such ad- 
ditional expenditures, it is assumed, 
would interfere with the absorp- 
tion of the mass immigration, es- 
pecially when one bears in mind 
that under present conditions it is 
impossible to renew old economic 
relationships with the Arab world 
and to foster new ones. Israel is 
naturally interested in breaching 
the wall of Arab hostility. Israel 
has always pointed out that it is in 
the interests of both peoples to 


have peace and to develop muty 
cultural and economic relation; 
Israel has stressed on all occasion; 
that the failure of Arab aggression 
in the war which they forced upon 
the Jews should serve as a begin. 
ning for renewed relations, and 
efforts are being made to come ty 
an understanding with every Arab 
country on the basis of the above 
principles. 

Representatives of Mapam repu- 
diate this approach. They sharp. 
ly criticize the attempts to make 
peace with the neighboring Arab 
states and propose instead an 4l- 
liance with the “progressive and 
revolutionary” forces in the Arab 
world. 


Al Hamishar, daily paper of 
Mapam, wrote: “The entire Arab 
East about us is in a state of agita- 
tion. This condition presents 
broad possibilities for the emer- 
gence of new progressive forces, 
This is in the interest of Israel, 
But the government of Israel ha 
displayed no activity in this direc- 
tion, the only one that can assure 
peace and cooperation between the 
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wwo peoples. The official policy of 
[srael remains blind to everything 
that is not superficially apparent. 
jt weighs and measures whether 
peace with Abdulluh is preferable 
to peace with Faroukh, or vice 
versa. It has locked itself in the 
circle of facts as they now exist in 
the eastern states. Therein lies the 
weakness of this policy. A funda- 
mental change in Israel’s position 
and its transformation into a dy- 
namic force in the Middle East can 
be attained only by means of en- 
couraging progressive trends out- 
side Israel’s borders and attaining 
unity and friendship with the 
democratic forces in the Arab na- 
tion.” 

Such is the gist of Mapam’s ar- 
gumentation. Israel is advised to 
desist from its attempts to reach 
an understanding with the govern- 
ments of the Arab countries and 
instead to seek an alliance with the 
revolutionary forces in these lands. 

On the face of it this is a very 
simple prescription. But have its 
authors stopped to consider its full 
implications? 


HEN THE BOLSHEVIKS came to 

power in 1917 large parts of 
Russia were in German hands. The 
Bolshevik revolution had profound 
repercussions throughout the world 
and the leaders of the October 
revolution sincerely believed that 
a social revolution was imminent 
in Central Europe, and particular- 
lyin Germany. But they did not 
frame their foreign policy on a 
belief in the imminence of a social 
overturn. They signed a peace 
treaty with the reactionary im- 
perial government of Germany. 
They signed a peace agreement that 
was harsh and even humiliating. 

More than thirty years have 
passed since the Brest-Litovsk 
treaty. In the course of this time 
the Soviet Union has undergone a 
process of development incompar- 
able in scope. It has grown strong. 
But the basis of its foreign policy 
has not changed. There were times 
between the two world wars when 
the revolutionary tide mounted in 
countries bordering on the USSR, 
such as Germany, Poland, China. 
Yet all this time the Soviet Union 
was careful to maintain peace with 
the governments of these coun- 
tries. Such was its policy even 
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when it believed that these govern. 
ments were the agents of inte. 
national reaction and even at time 
when socially progressive foro, 
within these countries fought thei 
governments. 

After World War II the Sovie 
Union continued along the san, 
line. In conquered Italy revoly. 
tionary forces gained strength and 
carried on a determined struge 
against the Badoglio regin 
which supplanted Mussolini. Th 
entire world believed that Badog. 
lio’s days in power were number. 
ed. But the Soviet Union did not 
postpone the reestablishment of re. 
lations with Italy till the triumph 
of the democratic forces. It pro- 
ceeded to recognize the Badoglio 
regime even though this recogni- 
tion added substantial hardships ty 
the struggle of the democratic and 
revolutionary parties in Italy. 

Why did the Soviet Union act 
as it did? Were the chances of a 
revolutionary change in_ Italy 
smaller than in the Arab countries 
bordering on Israel? Were the pro- 
gressive forces within them weaker 
and less willing to challenge the 
regime in power than the progres. 
sive forces in the Arab world? Or 
was it that the leaders of the Soviet 
Union did not believe as fervently 
in a revolution in Central Europe 
and China as Mapam believes in 
the imminence of a social revolu- 
tion in Transjordan and Irak? 


In its foreign policy the govern- 
ment of the Soviet Union followed 
the principle of recognizing its 
neighbors because there exists 4 
great difference between the time 
required for revolutions to mature 
and the urgency of immediate 
problems that must be solved by 
means of the foreign policy of 4 
government. The Chinese revolv- 
tion has been going on for mort 
than fifty years, but Russia had 
to maintain political and economic 
relations with China at all times, 
when revolutionary waves in China 
mounted as well as when they sub- 
sided. The Soviet government 
could not postpone establishing re- 
lations with China until Mao Tz 
Tung finally smashed the reaction- 
ary forces in his country. The 
social revolution in Central Europe 
similarly began after World Wat 
I. During the years that have 
passed there were triumphs as well 
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as defeats. There were times when 
hostile elements tried to isolate the 
Soviet Union. But the USSR felt 
compelled to break through this 
cordon and to emerge from its 
isolation. It could not sit by in 
isolation from the rest of the world 
while awaiting the Communist tri- 
umph in Warsaw and Berlin. 

Why then does Mapam demand 
that Israel stake its foreign policy 
on the assumed imminence of a 
social overturn in the Arab coun- 
tries?) Why does Mapam advise 
Israel to perpetuate a state of war 
with all the neighboring govern- 
ments and risk the future existence 
of Israel on the hope that revolu- 
tionary forces will soon take over 
in the Arab countries? 


T Is ALSO necessary to call atten- 

tion to still another important 
factor in the comparison with 
Soviet foreign policy. The Com- 
munist parties whose triumph Rus- 
sia awaits are devoted allies of the 
Soviet Union. The leaders of the 
Soviet government are also the 
leaders of the world-wide Com- 
munist movement. They decide 
the policy to be followed by the 
Communist parties in the various 
parties in the various countries, 
and the latter obediently carry out 
the instructions given to them. The 
leaders of the Soviet Union have 
no reason to doubt that should the 
Communists come to power in 
Poland, Germany, China, they 
would aid the Soviet Union and 
do everything within their power 
to help the development of the 
USSR. Strengthening the Soviet 
Union is the highest command- 
ment and chief aim of all Com- 
munist parties. 


The situation of Israel is entirely 
different. Even Communist parties 
far removed from Israel oppose the 
mass immigration of Jews to Israel 
and the strengthening of the new 
state. The Soviet Union and its 
satellites voted to sever Jerusalem 
from Israel. The Soviet representa- 
tive at the UN even questioned the 
continued inclusion in Israel of 
such cities as Nazareth, Ramleh, 
Acre, etc. Such is the degree of 
Soviet friendship so far as Israel’s 
borders are concerned. The record 
of the Arab Communists is still 
more unequivocal. Their past his- 
tory is tainted with participation 
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in bloody pogroms against the 
Jews of Israel. At present th 
number of Arab Communists ; 
small. But should their numbe 
increase, would we not be justified 
in expecting that their hatred of 
Jews would increase correspond. 
ingly, in accordance with the anti. 
Jewish sentiments so prevalent in 
the Arab world? Growth of th 
Arab Communist movement, and 
the increase of its influence ip 
world Communism, may be er. 
pected to spread the anti-Jewish 
virus rampant among Arabs and to 
drive the world Communist move. 
ment to a still more extreme degree 
of anti-Zionism. 

Mapam committed a serious er- 
ror when, some years ago, it split 
off from the majority of Israel 
labor. At that time their spokesmen 
argued—and many were convinced 
by the argument—that in setting 
up their own political party they 
would lend point to the strug- 
gle for social justice. The il- 
lusory character of this argument 
soon became apparent, and ever 
since Mapam has been pressed to 
find new justifications for its sepa- 
ratim. It is highly doubtful 
whether Mapam’s program — 3 
outlined above — for Israel’s for- 
eign policy will serve this purpos, 
but the propaganda for this pro- 
gram will most likely have other 
consequences of an injurious na 
ture. The idea is implanted in peo- 
ple’s minds that revolutionary 
forces in the Arab world are likely 
to come to power before the Arab 
countries resort to a second round 
in the war against Israel, and that 
these forces, once at the helm of 
government, will be on the side of 
Israel in times of emergency. Do 
the leaders of Mapam really believe 
all this? If not, then why do they 
spread such dangerous illusions at 
a time when it is a question of life 
and death for Israel to see things 
as they are in order to determint 
a realistic foreign policy and to be 
ready and capable of meeting the 
assault of hostile forces. 
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Israeli Communists at Their 
Old Stand 
by S. Rimault 


HE COMMUNIST PARTY in Israel 

has reverted to its old anti-Zion- 
ist, anti-Jewish stand after a brief 
interlude. Ever since Jewish Com- 
munists throughout the world sud- 
denly became patriots of Zion and 
began to proclaim their love for a 
Jewish State we have been suspi- 
cious of this sudden transforma- 
tion. We knew that, unfortunate- 
ly, this change-about was not an 
outgrowth of inner development 
but the byproduct of | servile 
obedience to instructions from 
above. It was particularly painful 
to see Jews depend on official per- 
mission from outside to love their 
people and their land. It was grati- 
fying to see that many of them 
breathed more easily once they 
were permitted to indulge this 
normal instinct, but we remember- 
ed that strategic calculations 
might once again lead to an anti- 
Israel position and in that case the 
Jewish Communists would not 
tarry to display their subservience 
to the new line. 

The change occurred sooner thar 
expected. It came with a sudden- 
ness that even we did not imagine. 
On December 20, the Israel Com- 
munist Party published a long 
“confession” in which it admin- 
istered to itself a collective public 
whipping for its past sins, such as 
demanding that Jerusalem remain 
within the Jewish State, and 
solemnly promised to be ever true 
henceforth to the new idol — the 
internationalization of Jerusalem. 

No matter how many times one 
has witnessed such Communist re- 
cantations and self-flagellations in 
public, one is always depressed 
anew when confronted with this 
sad symptom of our times. Adults, 
perhaps even sincere adults, intel- 
ligent persons who only yesterday 
fervently held a certain point of 
view and branded as traitors and 
enemies of labor anyone disagree- 
ing with them, receive a directive 
and instantaneously proceed to 
maintain the direct opposite of 
what they said the day before with 
equal fervor, self-assurance and 
arrogance. Once again anyone dis- 
agreeing with them is a traitor, an 
enemy of labor, etc. 
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The Communists of Israel haye 
undergone many metamorphose 
and countless splinterings during 
the thirty years of their existence. 
At no time were they a serious fac. 
tor in the labor movement in th 
country. Their energies wer 
largely spent in internal squabbles, 
During nearly all these years they 
were a morbid, unnatural growth 
in the community. What othe 
terms than morbid and unnaturl 
can one apply to Jewish young 
men and women — no matter how 
few in number — who rejoiced 
when the Mufti incited pogroms 
against Jews and did everything 
they could to help this same Mufti 
More recently they tried for a 
short time to shake off this un- 
natural and sadistic attitude 
toward their own people and to 
become integrated in the com- 
munity, without abandoning their 
communist program. It is appar- 
ent, however, that this is not what 
their masters ask of thém. Their 
assignment is to remain outside the 
people and its interests and to serve 
some perverted ideal that is op- 
posed to the freedom and _inde- 
pendence of their people. 


This, however, does not hinder 
Jewish Communists in various 
countries from pursuing fund col- 
lections, ostensibly for Israel, and 
to pose as friends of the Jewish 
State. They will probably find 
some Jews who haven’t heard yet 
of the new “change of line” of the 
Communists and who do not real- 
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ize that aiding them does not im- f 


ply support for a specific group in 
Israel, but assistance to avowed 
enemies of the Jewish people and 
of the Jewish State. 


The tradition of MOPS (Mifle- f 


get Poalim Sozialistith — Socialist 
Workers Party, once the official 
name of the Communists in Pales- 
tine), and of P.K.P. (Palestine 
Communist Party, a later designa- 
tion of the same crowd), the tra- 
dition of partnership with the 
Mufti, of hatred for and interfer- 
ence with the building of Israel, 
has been taken over in toto by 
MAKI (Miflaga Kommunistith Is- 
raelith) the present-day incarna- 
tion of the Communist Party i 
Israel. 
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BEST’S 
BEAUTY SALON 


Perfect 
Styling 


Cut, shampoo and set — 





done by experts — to 


achieve the crowning glory 


that is so important to 
, 
a woman’s beauty. 


Complete, 4,75 


Single curl permanented from 75¢ 


Permanents from 12.50 


For your appointment — 
Phone PLaza 9-2000 
East Orange — Orange 2-2000 


BEST e CO. 


Fifth Ave. at 51 St., New York 22, N.Y. 
William and Washingten Streets, East Orange, N. J. 


Copyright, Best & Co., Inc., 1950-———_—® 


Israeli Teachers and the 
Histadrut 


by I. Guri 


HE 17TH CONFERENCE of the 
Israeli teachers which was held 
in Jerusalem during the latter part 
of December decided to affiliate 
the Teachers Federation with the 
Histadrut. This step opens broad 
new vistas for both organizations. 
Prior to this conference about fifty 
percent of the teachers were mem- 
bers of the Histadrut on an in- 
dividual basis, but the Federation 
as a unit refrained from joining. 
Both the Histadrut and the 
Teachers Federation tend the same 
row and have a common area of 
activity. Labor organized in the 
Histadrut aims to build a Jewish 
labor community in Israel. The 
teachers devote themselves to cre- 
ating educational and cultural 
values appropriate for a generation 
of pioneers rebuilding their people 
and their homeland. The organi- 
zational barrier which hitherto 
separated them was a considerable 
hindrance to their mutual influ- 
ence and work. Now this barrier 
has fallen away. The Teachers Con- 
ference voted by a majority of 75 
to 32 to join the Histadrut. Of 
those opposing the affiliation, 20 
belong to Mizrachi and Hapoel 
Hamizrachi, and 12 to the right 
wing of the General Zionists. 
Affiliation with the Histadrut, 
had been debated by the teachers 
organization for the past twenty- 
four years. Four years ago a spe- 
cial conference was evoked to dis- 
cuss the matter. Now the issue has 
been settled. The Histadrut has 
displayed admirable patience and 
did not try to force the affiliation 
of the teachers, even thuogh fifty- 
five percent voted for such affilia- 
tion four years ago. But during 
the past four years it became more 
urgent to do away with the ob- 
stacle of organizational separatism. 
It had been argued by some 
teachers that affiliation with the 
Histadrut would imply an _ in- 
fringement on the freedom of con- 
science of those who, for political 
reasons, did not care to be members 
of Histadrut. This was a disin- 
genous argument. Throughout the 
negotiations between the Hista- 
drut and the Teachers Federation 
regarding the terms of affiliation 
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the former offered to allow each 
individual teacher to remain ; 
member of the Federation and ep. 
joy its benefits without taking out 
an individual membership card ip 
the Histadrut. Furthermore, such 
teachers were given the privilege 
of taking advantage of the mut 
aid institutions of the Histadry 
as long as they paid the requisite 
dues of these institutions. 


In a letter sent by the Hist. 
drut to the Teachers Federation 
summarizing the terms of affilia. 
tion, it was stated: “The Hist. 
drut will continue to foster the 
labor trend in education, but it js 
opposed to any infringement on 
the freedom of conscience and to 
any administrative pressure on any 
of the educational systems. The 
Histadrut recognizes the right of 
its members to send their children 
to any school of their choice. Sim- 
ilarly, teachers who are members 
of the Histadrut may be em- 
ployed in any type of school of 
their choosing and work for its 
development and expansion, for 
raising its educational level and 
shaping it in the spirit of social 
progress.” 

Actually it was the minority of 
30% of the delegates at the Teach- 
ers Conference who tried to impose 
their will on the majority and 
compel them to refrain from the 
exercise of their right to affiliate 
with the Histadrut as long as any 
teacher was opposed to it. 


The Teachers Conference was an 
important event in the life of the 
community as a whole which has 
entrusted to them their most pre- 
cious asset — the education of the 
children. Together with the other 
intellectual elements in the coun- 
try — writers, scientists, artists — 
the teachers are challenged to exert 
great effort to help in the social 
and spiritual absorption of the 
hundreds of thousands of new im- 
migrants, to teach them the He- 
brew language and te introduce 
them to its cultural values. The 
success of the first stages of the 
integration of the newcomers is 
largely the responsibility of the 
teachers. 

The affiliation of the Teachers 
Federation with the Histadrut 
will no doubt contribute to the 
success of their joint efferts in be- 
half of the immigrants. 
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ao Solel Boneh: The Creative 
ON ; Journeyman 
Gise by David Ha-Cohen 
7 UPPOSE THAT the American blended with 
a lengli Federation of Labor and the 
Oris JEANNE CRAIN Congress of Industrial Organiza- eC 
suis MYRNA LOY tions were to join in opening a 
steel or motor plant to create jobs 
; 66 and train the workers. Suppose 
Hista- Cheap er that this company were owned and A 
‘file, By the Dozen” managed by the workers, that its 
i; . social policies and economic struc- 
, _ Color by TECHNICOLOR ture were guarded by the workers’ -— ’ 
t the ; community. Suppose that this or- HELENA RUBINSTEIN iN 
Ct. 20th Century-Fox ganization were dedicated to the 
principle that the workers’ com- 
munity has responsibility for the fabulous new 
operation of this firm. Finally, sup- 
pose that this firm had as much 
influence in the American econo- . 
my as United States Steel Corpor- ( CW 
ial ation or the General Motors Cor- 
poration. This hypothetical Amer- 
lof FRAN WARREN ican workers’ company would be FACE POWDER 
7 ‘s AND OTHERS a parallel to Solel Boneh in Israel. 
fea Solel Boneh is the largest single ... smooths on like silk 
, oil industrial firm in Israel, the largest ; “th 
social building contractor in Israel, and ... clings wit 
one of the leading contractors in silken tenacity 
y of the Middle East. It is a complex or- 
eel ganization which owns and oper- Gossamer fine... yet more 
' ates industrial plants in almost all : 
Pose 7 “14: ; adherent .. . this face powder 
“a 4 stages of building production. Its 
. the history is a success story that miracle by cosmetic genius 
lists sounds very much like the success a ee ee en 
os D story of many a large American 
: undertaking. plexions with the finest textured 
3 an The difference is that Solel Boneh beauty ever achieved in a face 
the is an enterprise, conceived, created, powder! This fabulous SILK 
hes a managed and owned by workers. 
pre- Latest dividend Its success was not the success of SCREEN FACE POWDER sheers 
ie a single individual, but rather the ne 
cher triumph of collective strength. aS rr 
yun: Solel Boneh, Ltd. is the Central more living color perfection tt 
5— (} Contracting Office of the Hista- it seems to become your skin 
xert drut. All the founders’ and ordin- , ki t 
ycial ary stock in the firm is held by — “is ee 
the the Hevrat Ovdim, the Central become silk! 
im- Holding Company of the Hista- 
im | | We supply postage-tfee | acc 10, 3.50 ph 
luce | { h KI The Hevrat Ovdim, which lit- 
The eve Opes OF Dali Ing erally means the “workers’ com- ' 
the b j monwealth,” is the central econo- —; 
5 is y mal mic authority of the organized 
the workers’ community. Every mem- 
ber of the Histadrut is a member 
AVINGS P ° 
ers Central . BANK of Hevrat Ovdim and every mem- helena rubinstein 
rut ber of Hevrat Ovdim is a member 655 Fifth Avenue, New York 22. 
the eens az: 14h 0 4c Ave. BY 3 of the Histadrut. This body was 
be- Open Mondays & Fridays until 6 p.m. created to supervise Histadrut en- 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation terprises and institutions, to keep 
watch over them and see that they __EEEEEES 
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serve not only their specific eg. 
nomic functions but the larger 
goals of the workers’ commun; 
as well. Through the Hevrat 0). 
dim, the public ownership of Hi. 
tadrut enterprises is safeguarded 
for the board of Hevrat Ovdin 
is legally in control of each of 
the Histadrut’s economic enter. 
prises and in any case involvin 
violation of the Histadrut pring. 
ple of labor cooperation, the Hey. 
rat Ovdim has veto power. 

In exactly the same manner x 
private contractors operate, Sold 
Boneh takes‘ on specific jobs to 
execute them for employers, pub. 


lic or private. It contracts in al. ) 


most all areas of construction, from 
road-building and bridge-laying tp 
construction of private and indw:. 
trial buildings. In addition to its 
contracting activities Solel Boneh, 
Ltd. is whole or part owner of 
varied group of industrial enter. 
prises. These industries are primar- 
ily concerned with the supply of 
raw and finished materials invol- 
ved in building. (For instance: 
crushed rock; cement; sanitary 
earthenware fixtures for plumb- 
ing.) 

The real life and meaning of 
Solel Boneh is in the story of its 
development; its history is a trib- 
ute to the pertinacity and skill of 
its founders, a stubborn courage 
unusual even in Palestine where 
super-human efforts were required 
for the simplest acts of daily living. 
Solel Boneh today is the result of 
only 15 years’ labor, for there were, 
in fact, two Solel Bonehs. 

The first organization grew out 
of a department of public works 
established by the workers in 1920. 
Some of the men who came in the 
third great wave of immigration 
to Palestine were determined that 
they should create a cooperatively- 
owned contracting organization 
which would train Jewish work- 
ers in the building trades. Imbued 
as they were with the ideals of 
Zionism and Socialism, they fel 
that they must create an orgat- 


ization which would employ work- 


ers already in Palestine and at the 
same time provide a_ potenti 
means of employment for future 
immigrants. In 1924 this coopera 
tive took the name Solel Boneh 
(Road Maker, Builder). Between 
1921 and 1927 it executed com 
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tacts amounting to I£4,000,000. 
1927 was a year of depression 
in the building trade in other parts 


7 of the world as well as in Palestine, 


and in 1927 the first Solel Boneh 
failed. 

There has been a good deal of 
discussion concerning the reasons 
for this failure. Certainly one of 
the primary causes was the over- 
extension of credit to customers; 
) the organization had been indirect- 
ly financing as well as executing 
its contracts. An additional factor 
was lack of skill; all the enthusi- 
am and good-will of the workers 
could not make up for their fund- 
amental lack of training. Finally, 
with all of Palestine in its econo- 
mic infancy, most industrial enter- 
prise, particularly that involving 
large-scale capital investment, was 
surrounded by disproportionate 
risk. 

After the 1927 failure the His- 
tdrut did not leave the field of 
contracting. In the interim period 
between 1927 and 1934 it con- 
tinued through the medium of 
mall local cooperative societies. 
The shares were held by the same 
workers who did the journeyman 
labor. But they successfully con- 
tinued in contracting for buildings 
and public works on the lines and 
principles conceived by the found- 
ers of Solel Boneh. 

The men who founded the first 
Solel Boneh had not given up hope. 
Even at the time of the collapse 
they had held in mind the event- 
ual rebirth of the firm, and in 
1934 at their insistence the Hista- 
drut once more decided to attempt 
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family. 
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and the present Solel Boneh was 
founded. 


Lessons had been learned. The 
leaders were determined that this 
time they would be close with 
credit. They had at their disposal 
a nucleus of highly trained work- 
ets, engineers and administrative 
personnel, with an accumulated ex- 
perience of many years in build- 
ing. The most important lesson 
from the past was the realization 
that the cooperative form would 
have to be modified in order to 
st up a workable organization for 
large-scale operation. Consequent- 
ly, Solel Boneh, Ltd. was inaugur- 
ated as a directly-owned branch 
of the Hevrat Ovdim of the 





Will you start it confidently, 
looking forward to taking it 
easy before long, retiring and 
catching up on some living you 
may have had to postpone? 
Will you be sure you won't 
someday find yourself depend- 
ent on her and her husband? 


If you make plans through The 
Prudential, you'll face the fu- 
ture as happily as the bride. 


Now is the time to talk to your 
Prudential representative . . . 
long before the church bells 
ring for your children. He can 
help you prepare for your 
future. 


Enjoy the Jack Berch Show— 
Every morning 
Mondays through Fridays, NBC 


THE PRUDENTIAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 
A mutual life insurance company 


Home Office: Newark, New Jersey 
Western Home Office, Los Angeles, Calif. 


THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THOSE WHO PREPARE FOR IT 

















48 











Passover Greetings! 


New York 
Joint Board 


Amalgamated 
Clothing 
Workers 

of America 


Louts HOLLANDER 
ANTHONY FRo!se 
Managers 


ABRAHAM MILLER 
Secretary-Treasurer 

















BECAUSE— 


“They Won‘t Let You Wear It 
Uniess ft Fits‘ 


Smart New Yorkers Wear 
Kolmer - Marcus 
CLOTHES 


BROADWAY at 38th STREET 
New York City 














L. ISAACSON & SONS 
e 


8 WEST 30th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 








| ATLANTIC YEAST CORP. 


640 DEAN STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





Histadrut. Its share capital was 
more than modest, only I£10,000. 


The lessons must have been 
learned well. As one of the found- 
ers of Solel Boneh put it, “In 1927 
we had J£214, half in a cement 
mixer and half in a debt that 
someone owed us. Today we are 
worth about I£7,000,000.” 

Despite controversy and criti- 
cism centering around the pheno- 
menal success of Solel Boneh, a 
few facts emerge clearly concern- 
ing the causes of this rapid devel- 
opment. 


As an enterprise grounded in 
faith in the workers and motiva- 
ted by a desire to create a continu- 
ally expanding employment mar- 
ket, Solel Boneh kept its eye on a 
single goal. When private contrac- 
tors dropped out of the industry 
in good years to speculate in land 
and buildings, Solel Boneh con- 
tinued in contracting. When priv- 
ate contractors were afraid to risk, 
in a country where almost all cap- 
ital investment was a tremendous 
risk, Solel Boneh was glad of the 
opportunity to create employ- 
ment and assist in the develop- 
ment of the country. It was not 
only willing but eager to partici- 
patea in large-scale expansion of 
the fixed assets of the country. 

From its initial stages it pro- 
ceeded on the firm principle — 
all profits ploughed back into the 
firm. Again, as a workers’ enter- 
prise it had the advantage of be- 
ing able to pay low administrative 
salaries in the higher echelons. All 
its administrative personnel, its di- 
rectors included, are paid on a 
trade union scale. It was perform- 
ance that won Solel Boneh the 
grudging confidence of a never- 
friendly mandatory government 
and contracts from the largest 
development agencies in the coun- 
try. 

An appraisal of the position of 
the organization in Israel today 
gives an added insight into the 
nature of its growth. As has been 
stated, it is the largest single in- 
dustrial firm in Israel. It employs 
about 20,000 workers, 4,000 of 
them an a permanent basis. 

The vertical expansion of Solel 
Boneh is perhaps even more aston- 
ishing than its horizontal expan- 
sion. In its efforts to regularize its 
supply of construction materials, 
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DOING THIS 


You KNow how money is! 

Today it’s in your hand, an 
the next day it isn’t! 

A lot of people, however, hay. 
found an excellent way to make 
certain they will have money when 
they need it most. 
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WGNRY PAPE, Inc. 


MAIN OFFICE: 
41-39 — 38th STREET 
LONG ISLAND CITY, N. Y. 
STILLWELL 4-6343 
315 East 3rd Street 
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| Farmingdale 368 
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| HI-V CONCENTRATED ORANGE 
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branched into a great variety of 
industrial enterprises. It owns 50% 
of Palestine Portland Cement 
Works, Nesher, Ltd., Israel’s only 
cement factory. Through a hold- 
ing company, it owns Vulcan 
Foundries, Ltd., the largest found- 
ries and enamelling plant in Israel, 
and Palestine Glass Works, Phoe- 
nicia Ltd., the only producer of 
window glass in the Middle East. 
It owns the Lime and Stone Pro- 
duction Company, Ltd., and 
through it, over 35 quarries for 
the extraction of marble, building 
stone, lime and gypsum. It owns 
a transport company, a middle- 
income housing company, several 
real estate companies and a comp- 
any for the manufacture of sani- 
tary earthenware such as toilets 
and wash basins. These are only 
a few of the holdings of Solel 
Boneh. 

It is understandable that the 
phenomenal success of this work- 
ers’ organization has aroused bit- 
ter criticism from private interests 
in competition with it. Charges 
have been made that Solel Boneh 
is a “monopoly,” that it has 
forced weak competitors out of 
business in order to take over 
their holdings. Although the posi- 
tion of Solel Boneh in Israel’s eco- 
nomy today is by no means a sim- 
ple one, some of these charges are 
answered best in the words of one 
of the directors of Solel Boneh, 
“We just take people’s dead busi- 
nesses and put life into them.” 


Phoenicia Glass Works, when 
Solel Boneh bought it in 1941, had 
been standing idle for four years; 
the plant had practically never 
been operated and was being used 
by the British police as a stable. 
Solel Boneh bought it for I£32,000, 
sank another I£75,000 into it and 
in four years from 1942-1946 in- 
creased output from 150,850 sq. 
m. to 670,000 sq. m. Vulcan 
Foundries was in the hands of a 
bank when Solel Boneh acquired 
it; its 60 workers were on notice. 
Within six months after it was 
purchased, without any change in 
administrative personnel or plant, 
it was employing 300 workers. 
Nesher Cement Works, acquired 
for I£1,000,000 in 1945 in equal 
shares by Solel Boneh and a group 
of private businessmen, was an 
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old-established plant when it was 
bought. A year after the plant had 
been acquired, production of ce- 
ment had been raised from 160,000 
tons to 260,000 tons. The second 
year the output was 320,000 tons. 

Solel Boneh’s answer to private 
investors is: if we have succeeded 
it is because we were willing to 
pioneer, to risk, to accept con- 
tracts and inaugurate enterprises 
that no one thought could succeed. 
In no area are we a monopoly. 
We have no government franchise 
on production; any private inves- 
tor with capital is free to enter into 
any field in which we are produc- 
ing. In fact, we have encouraged 
rather than discouraged private in- 
vestment; we proved that what 
no one thought was possible, could 
be done. 

What is more important than 
Solel Boneh’s answer to private en- 
terprise, however, is its success in 
terms of its own goals. 

One of the first and continuing 
goals of Solel Boneh has been the 
training and employment of Jew- 
ish workers in the building trades 
in a continually expanding labor 
market. As a Zionist labor organ- 
ization, one of the first interests 
of Solel Boneh was the absorption 
and encouragement of immigration 
into Palestine. A necessary correl- 
ative of this aim was the expansion 
of fixed capital in Palestine, houses 
for the new-comers, roads, bridges, 
office buildings, all the construc- 
tion necessary to turn Palestine in- 
to an inhabitable land. Certainly, 
in both of these areas Solel Boneh 
has been an unqualified success. 

Although it may not have been 
one of the initial aims of Solel 
Boneh, it has subsequently devel- 
oped that this workers’ organiza- 
tion has become a major protection 
for building workers employed by 
private contractors in the coun- 
try. (Solel Boneh inaugurated 
sickness insurance, accident insur- 
ance, and pension funds in the 
Palestine contracting business.) By 
its example Solel Boneh exerts in- 
direct pressure on other contrac- 
tors to pay fair wages and to pro- 
vide social insurance. 


The development of any organ- 
ization of the size and complex- 
ity of Solel Boneh brings up many 
questions which cannot be exam- 
ined here. To what degree is Solel 
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Try BRIOSCHI 
The Delicious Anti-Acid 










Brioschi helps relieve ex- 
cess stomach acidity due to 
overindulgence in food or 
drink. You'll like Brioschi's 
thirst-quenching lemon tang. 
Now at all Druggists. 


G. CERIBELL! & COMPANY 
121 Varick Street, New York 
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Boneh a stage towards the “work- 
ers commonwealth?” What lessons 
has Solel Boneh taught about the 
optimum size for a commonly- 
owned unit? How far do the work- 
ers in Solel Boneh and in the Hista- 
drut as a whole feel identified 
with Solel Boneh as their respon- 
sibility and their property? These 
are but a few of the problematic 
questions which can be asked. 


Despite these questions the his- 
tory of Solel Boneh is clearly a 
tribute to the workers’ community 
of Israel and to the men who put 
their stubborn skill and belief in- 
to it. Its record of service to the 
ideals which founded it and its 
astonishing material success are 
plain facts which cannot be argued. 
They are the work of art of a 
creative journeyman. 


Towards New Social Forms 


by Francis Ofner 


AA stow process of westerniza- 

tion is conquering the peo- 
ples of the Middle East, since the 
Turkish Empire disintegrated more 
than three decades ago. 


The Arabs of Palestine, who for 
the last thirty years have been in 
day-to-day touch with their Jew- 
ish neighbors, made the speediest 
advance. The integration of the 
175,000 Arabs of the Jewish State 
into the new Jewish society is 
bound to cause fundamental 
changes. If successful, it may, in 
the long run, turn Israel’s Arabs, 
in the eyes of their Arab brethren 
across the frontiers of Israel, into 
a society guided by social justice 
and public responsibility, the lack 
of which is so acutely felt in the 
public life of the neighboring 
Arab states. 

In the last year and a half there 
has been some transformation in 
the social structure of Israel’s 
Arabs. The most striking changes 
are: 


1. An increased ratio of rural 
population, as compared with the 
social structure during the British 
Mandate; 


2. Disappearance of the ex- 
tremes of wealth and poverty from 
the rural areas; 
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3. The beginnings of a self- 
conscious workers’ and small farm- 
ers’ class, organized in trade 
unions; 

4. The emergence of consum- 
ers’, producers’, and marketing co- 
operatives, mutual aid institutions, 
and decrease in the number of in- 
termediary professions. 

In figures, the first change has 
the following meaning: two years 
ago, about one-third of Palestine’s 
Arabs were living in towns, while 
today only one-fifth of Israel’s 
Arabs are urban population. The 
flow of the village youth to the 
town has been stopped and even 
reversed with the liquidation of 
the British mandate a year and 
a half ago, which left unemployed 
a substantial part of Arab clerical 
and manual workers in the towns. 
The increased prices of agricultural 
products, which in Arab parts of 
Israel today are four to six times 
higher than during the last year 
of the Mandatory era, have facili- 
tated this trend of return to vil- 
lages. 

Israel’s Arab town population is 
found in the following centers to- 
day: 


Jaffa 3,650 
Ramle 1,200 
Lydda 1,010 
Majdal 2,600 
Haifa 6,000 
Acre 3,432 
Nazareth 17,000 

Total 34,892 


The Arab rural population lives 
in 130 villages, 95 of which are in 
the North, and the rest on the 
border of the so-called “triangle” 
in Central Israel. 

The disappearance of the rich 
effendi as well as the destitute 
“have-not” class from Israel’s Arab 
villages is a consequence of the 
chaos which characterized the last 
months of the British Mandate. 
The big land-owners fled, while 
the bulk of landless agricultural 
workers of former Palestine were 
not inhabitants of those Arab vil- 
lages which now form part of Is- 
rael’s territory. 

Although no detailed figures re- 
flecting the exact social structure 
of Israel’s Arabs have so far been 
compiled, preliminary surveys 
made by the Arab Department of 
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MR. & MRS. 
SAMUEL MARKEWICH & FAMILY 
161 W. 86th Street, New York City ff } 
extend sincerest good wishes for 
Passover to all relatives and friends, P 
















TRINITY BAG & PAPER CO, 


25 WEST 43rd STREET 
New York City 

















oe Pn Ge a Oe Ge en Oe Ga Oe Pa PacMan ctesrestestocton% 
6090000000000000000000E 


- 
? 


oO oe, 


~~ 
. 


“> 


oe, 


~, 
O 


oe, 


OO 


o 
° 


oe 


2, 
?° 


oo, 


.°, 
reer! 


° 


4. o%ee% 
ote! 


Sac 


« 


Sotactectetectetectetetetetetetetetetetee 
a 





PICCINI—Antonion Piccini Company, 
25 Clinton Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y,, 
greet their friends and patrons with 
all good wishes for Passover. 
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the Histadrut indicate that in rural 
areas extremes on both sides have 
disappeared. The majority of Is- 
raels’s Arab villagers are ‘“‘fella- 
heen” — small farmers, while the 
urban population consists mainly 
of workers and artisans, with a 
small proportion in the profession- 
al class. Over 6,000 Arabs have 
registered for work at the employ- 
ment exchanges in towns — which 
means that, on an average, one 
member of each town-dwelling 
Arab family registered as an un- 
skilled or semi-skilled worker. 


From three villages picked at 
random in the lower Galilee, two 
— Rame and Tamra — have prac- 
tically no problem of landless ag- 
ricultural workers. The third lo- 
cality, Shafr Am, has 20 landless 
families out of its total of 600 
families. Of these, some 130 fami- 
lies own up to 20 dunams of land, 
about 100 families up to 50 
dunams, while the rest own more 
than 50 dunams. 

All available figures indicate 
that Israel’s Arabs are likely to 
become a community of urban 
workers and of peasants working 
their own small holdings, without 
a considerable number of hired 
hands. This, of course, does not 
apply to the unfortunate 14,000 
displaced Arabs of the frontier re- 
gion, who, until resettled, are out- 
side the regular social structure of 
Israel’s Arab community. 

The emergence of a self-con- 
scious and organized workers’ and 
small farmers’ class among the 
Arabs of Israel as well as the estab- 
lishment of cooperatives and mu- 
tual-aid institutions — the third 
and fourth elements of change — 
are not incidental by-products of 
the termination of the British Man- 
date. These developments are due 
to the conscious efforts of the His- 
tadrut, and in particular to the 
activities of its Arab Department. 

Three trade-union organizations 
compete in organizing the Israel 
Arab community. Only one of 
them, the Palestine Labor League, 
has succeeded in winning real in- 
fluence in shaping the life of Is- 
rael’s Arab workers. 

The Palestine Labor League, 
founded 22 years ago, is the oldest 
Arab labor organization in Pales- 
tine, and has been supported, since 
its inception, by the Histadrut. 
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Today, it has over 8,000 members, 
about equally divided between 
towns and villages, organized in 
31 local branches. It has succeed- 
ed so far in organizing two-thirds 
of Arab urban workers. In rural 
areas, although the League is more 
successful than any previous trade 
union in Palestine, it still has a tre- 
mendous task ahead. 


The two smaller trade union or- 
ganizations are the Congress of 
Arab Workers, and the Nazareth 
Workers Union. The former, 
founded four years ago under the 
British Mandatory regime, is dom- 
inated by the Communists. Esti- 
mates of its strength vary between 
1,500 and 1,750 members. Nine 
members of its Executive Com- 
mittee belong officially to the Com- 
munist Party; the six others call 
themselves “independents”. The 
policy of the Congress follows the 
line of the Communist Party. 


The Nazareth Workers Union 
was founded at the beginning of 
1949 by some Christian clergymen 
in Nazareth. It has about 300 
members, and in matters of policy 
follows the lead of the Palestine 
Labor League. 

One of the Palestine Labor 
League’s practical achievements is 
in the field of equalization of wag- 
es between Arab and Jewish work- 
ers. Differences between wages of 
Arab and Jewish skilled workers 
in towns have almost entirely dis- 
appeared. For unskilled labor the 
average rate is some 30 per cent 
below that of the Jewish worker. 
As compared with wages in 1947 
(the last years of the British Man- 
date) the wage increase of Arab 
urban workers amounts to 20 per 
cent for skilled labor, rising to 120 
per cent for unskilled. In rural 
areas the corresponding increase is 
from 50 per cent to 150 per cent. 
At the same time the rise in wage 
rates of Jewish workers within the 
same period only amounts to 30 
per cent. 


The emergence of some coopera- 
tives and mutual aid societies with- 
in the Arab community in Israel 
promises to produce the most pro- 
found change in Arab life. Both 
the Palestine Labor League and 
the Economic Section of the Hista- 
drut’s Arab Department have help- 
ed to initiate and organize what 
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Seto are, for the Arabs, new forms of % ° 
A Happy Passover to All economic and social life. 
rivers TAMBINI The first Arab kibbutz (com- UNDERGARMENT & 
’ STORAGE WAREHOUSE Inc. munal settlement) in the entire NEGLIGEE WORKERS 
hion « Middle East, the Kibbutz Achwah UNION, LOCAL 62 
137 CARLTON AVENUE at Lydda, is an example of these ILGWU Aff. with A. F. of L. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. efforts. A cooperative agricultural 
oe som settlement of 27 Moslem Arab e 
eT Phone: TRiangle 3- families has been set up, on the 873 BROADWAY 
OO OE ges@icg lines of Jewish agricultural com- New York 3, N.Y. 

@ munes. The members of the Kib- 4 
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AE UUIUUUU | CLOAK & SUIT gress, both economically and from iain tae ee 
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